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VIETNAM AS A LINCHPIN BETWEEN RUSSIA AND ASEAN

Overview of the international conference “Russia and ASEAN in Asia-Pacific Region:
Dynamic of Cooperation, Regional Processes and the Global Context”
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Abstract. The article presents an overview of the international conference “Russia and ASEAN in
Asia-Pacific Region: Dynamic of Cooperation, Regional Processes and the Global Context” that was held at
MGIMO University on October 15-16, 2021. The event was a part of the 13th Russian International Studies
Association (RISA) Convention. This year the conference was dedicated to the 25" anniversary of Russia-
ASEAN Dialogue Partnership and 30" anniversary of their bilateral relations. The overview is focused on the
presentations, covering Russia-Vietnam relations and the role of Vietnam in ASEAN-Russia partnership, as
well as Vietnam’s position within the region.
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The 2021 year of a double anniversary, that is the 25" anniversary of Russia-ASEAN
Dialogue Partnership and the 30" — of their bilateral relations, has not escaped the attention of the
academia. On October 15-16, 2021 ASEAN Centre, MGIMO University held an international
conference “Russia and ASEAN in Asia-Pacific Region: Dynamics of Cooperation, Regional
Processes and the Global Context” as a part of the 13th Russian International Studies Association
(RISA) Convention. The conference busy agenda? reflected the international importance of the event:
nine highly topical sessions along with a round table discussion “How to Sustain Russia’s Pivot to
Asia?”, both counting with the participation of Russian and foreign scholars, covered almost the
whole spectrum of Russia-ASEAN bilateral ties.

Interestingly enough, the focus of many Russian and foreign conference participants was on
Vietnam, its role in the region and within the Association, as well as its relations with Russia.
Although such an accentuation comes as no surprise, for in the Russian Asian Studies this country
has long been in the center of attention, and historically Vietnam has had close ties with USSR/Russia,
this fact also reflects the current dynamic of Russia-ASEAN relations.

It is therefore quite understandable that a MGIMO graduate and the current Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Vietnam to Russia Mr. Dang Minh Khoi was one of the key
guest speakers at the conference opening ceremony. The Ambassador pointed out to the fact that
being Russia’s traditional partner and a responsible member of ASEAN, Vietnam has always been
eager to enhance ASEAN-Russia relations. The past thirty years have witnessed a major progress in
Russia’s interactions with the Association’s member states and now, according to Dang Minh Khoi,
the Dialogue Partnership is scaling up to a new stage of development.
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The opening remarks? were also delivered by the Deputy Foreign Minister of the Russian
Federation Mr. Igor Morgulov, the Secretary-General of ASEAN Dato’ Paduka Lim Jock Hoi; the
Minister for Education, Youth and Sport of the Kingdom of Cambodia Mr. Hang Chuon Naron; the
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia (2009-2014) Mr. Marty Natalegawa (Fig.
1); the Ambassador of the Russian Federation to ASEAN Mr. Alexander Ivanov; the Russia-ASEAN
Business Council Chairperson Mr. Ivan Polyakov and MGIMO Vice-Rector for Scientific Affairs
Mr. Andrey Baykov. The speakers provided their respective organizations and public institutions’
perspectives on the key takeaways and the current state of Russia-ASEAN relations. Mr. Morgulov,
for instance, stressed the role of the academia in the enhancement of Russia-ASEAN relations. The
impressive composition of the conference and the range of topics at the sessions’ agendas show a
growing mutual interest between the respective parties and suggest the research on Russia-ASEAN
regional cooperation is more than timely.

Fig. 1. Opening remarks by the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Indonesia
(2009-2014) Mr. Marty Natalegawa. Photo by MGIMO University

The role of Vietnam in the region and its relations with Russia were analyzed in the following
spheres: 1) economy (in bilateral trade and investment as well as in interaction with EAEU); 2)
education; 3) military and defense cooperation.

As for the economy, both Russian and foreign scholars acknowledged the ambiguity of the
cooperation results, at the same time stressing the great potential this cooperation has despite the
external challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. Nguyen Thi Bich Ngoc, Director of the
Centre for Foreign Policy and Regional Studies, Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam, proposed several
recommendations for intensification of Russia-ASEAN bilateral cooperation. In her opinion, there is
a significant potential in economic sphere, namely, in contacts between Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) and ASEAN. Vietnam was the first country to sign the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with
the EAEU, followed by Singapore. According to Nguyen Thi Bich Ngoc, as the majority of ASEAN
countries aims to diversify their trade relations and gain access to other markets, they have a wide
range of opportunities in cooperation with EAEU. Both Russia and ASEAN need to consider the
feasibility of an FTA. Accordingly, the global climate change prompts Russia-ASEAN green energy
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cooperation, and the application of green technologies grows in importance. Another promising
sphere is health cooperation and joint research activities on COVID-19, as well as other diseases.
Russia and Vietnam do have already positive experience in this sphere thanks to the Joint Russian-
Vietnamese Tropical Research and Technological Center (Tropical Center).

Vice Rector for International Relations (Far Eastern Federal University, FEFU) Mr. Evgeny
Vlasov also stated the special role of Vietnam in Russia and EAEU relations with ASEAN. He
stressed that the idea of contingence between the two integration blocks had been repeatedly
pronounced by Vietnamese senior officials at various international forums. It first appeared in the
speech by the Deputy Prime Minister Trinh Dinh Dung at the 2019 Eastern Economic Forum: he
stated that Vietnam is ready to act as a bridge between EAEU and ASEAN. Nguyen Hong Dien,
Minister for Industry and Trade of Vietnam, welcomed the idea and reassured Vietnam is ready to
make the necessary efforts to achieve this aim. However, as Evgeny Vlasov emphasized, despite all
the benefits of the prospective project, Russia faces severe challenges in its implementation. He drew
the example of the Vietnamese company TH True Milk, who is building several dairy farms and a
plant in Primorsky Krai, which may become the biggest Vietnamese investment project in the region.
The prolonged burocrating arrangements, low population density and underdeveloped regional
transport infrastructure provoked considerable delays in the process of the project’s implementation.
According to the expert, such projects implemented by big corporations may boost Russia-Vietnam
and later Russia-ASEAN trade and economic cooperation, however, several intrinsic challenges
should be addressed beforehand.

Another aspect of the economic cooperation, the functioning of the Vietnam — EAEU FTA,
was touched upon by Anna Dolinina, a Ph.D. student at the Institute of Asian and African Studies,
Moscow State University. The topic was brought up in the context of the consumer market analysis
in Vietnam. The author’s statistics demonstrated that Vietnam is moving to a more westernized model
of consumption and is partly reducing the share of traditional products, such as rice. The growing
demand for meat and dairy products, as well as the nullification of customs rates prompted food
export from Russia to Vietnam, making Russia the biggest supplier of pork to Vietnam and putting
Vietnam second after China in the list of major meat importers from Russia.

Irina Korgun, Acting Director of the Center for the Russian Strategy in Asia, Institute of
Economics, Russian Academy of Sciences, analyzed the participation of Vietnam in the global value
chains. Taking the Vietnam — Korea cooperation as an example, the expert explained how Vietnam-
Russia cooperation is influenced by the country’s participation in the international division of labor.
Vietnam is now one of the leading suppliers of domestic electronic devices to Russia, which is
explained by the relocation of the Korean production plants to Vietnam due to growing trade tensions
between the US and China, lower labor costs in Vietnam, as well as the investment, trade policies
and the participation of Vietnam in multilateral trade agreements, etc.

The issue of education as one of the key elements of Russia — Vietnam cooperation in a
broader context of Russia-ASEAN Dialogue Partnership was brought about by Marina
Shpakovskaya, Professor at the Department of Theory and History of International Relations, RUDN
University. The focus of her speech was the problem of the export of Russian education to Vietnam.
It is well known that many Vietnamese politicians made their studies in Russia, however, the new
generation coming to power was educated mostly in the Western countries. She took as a key study
in export of education services the activities in Vietnam by the US private Fulbright University and
the Australian Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology. The expert concluded that Russian
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universities are hardly visible on the Vietnamese education market and a more effective strategy on
the export of Russian educational services is needed.

Several presentations covered the topic of Vietnam military and defense cooperation with
other countries (Fig. 2). For instance, Nikolay Fedorov, Associate Professor at the Department of
American Studies, Faculty of International Relations, St. Petersburg State University, italized that
Vietnam is forging modernization of its army and is trying to diversify its defense cooperation. India,
by enjoying Comprehensive and Strategic Partnership with Vietnam, may become a new and
promising counterpart in the sphere. The India’s experience in handling both Soviet/Russian and
Western military equipment may be a strong point for Vietnam in favor of this country. Russia is
preserving its leadership in the sphere, however, according to the expert, India may become in the
future a strong competitor, as the Vietnam-India defense cooperation is already actively expanding.

Fig.2. The conference participants. Photo by MGIMO University

Anna Kireeva, Associate Professor at the Department of Asian and African Studies, MGIMO
University, analyzed Vietnam’s cooperation with another important partner, Japan. Anna Kireeva
based her assumptions on the results of the poll conducted in 2019 by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan, which aimed to identify how liable is this or that country population to Japan, with Vietnam
scoring considerably high. The expert highlighted the special position of Vietnam in the Japanese
foreign policy strategy initiated by the former Prime-Minister Abe Shinzo, which is explained by the
Japan’s quest to counter Chinese domination in the region. The two counties are expanding exchanges
over traditional and non-traditional security challenges, as well as in trade and investment.

A special part of the conference was a thematic book exhibition as well as book presentations.
The major outcome of the conference is expected to be a publication of conference papers.
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BBETHAM B POJIN CBSI3YIOIIETO 3BEHA MEXKIY
POCCHUEHN U ACEAH

0030p Me:kIYHAPOAHOUH HaAyYHO-TIPaKkTHYecKkoil KoH(epennun «Poccusi u ACEAH B ATP:
AUHAMMKA B3aMMO/IelCTBHSA, PerHOHAIbHbIE MPOLECCHI U I100AJIbHbIH KOHTEKCT

B.B. Bepuiununa, /{./{. baunjo

AnHoTtamusi: B cratee comepxxutces 0030p cocrosiretics 15—16 oxtsops 2021 . 8 MTTUMO MU/
Poccum B pamkxax XlII Konsenra Poccuiickoil accomumanmm MeXIyHApOOHBIX ucciemoBanuii (PAMU)
MEXJIYHApOJHOW HayuHO-TIpakTHueckoii koH(pepennun «Poccus u ACEAH B ATP: aunamuka
B3aMMOJECHCTBUS, PErHOHATIBHBIE MIPOLECCHl U INI00ANBHBIA KOHTEKCT». MepomnpusiTie ObUIO MIPUYypPOUYCHO K
25-netnio auanoroBoro maptHEpcTBa U 30-71€THIO yCTaHOBIEHHS O(UIHMATBHBIX OTHOLICHWH Poccun u
ACEAH. AxueHT B 0030pe cenan Ha IOKJIaiaX, MOCBAIMEHHBIX BbeTHAMy U €r0 OTHOIIEHHSIM CO CTPaHAMHU
peruona u Poccueil.

Kmouessie cioBa: CPB, Beernam, ACEAH, EADC, koHpepeHIus, A1aIoroBoe mapTHEPCTRO.

Jasi uurupoBanus. Bepwununa B.B., bauuno /[/]. BbeTHaMm B polid CBA3YIOILIETO 3BEHA MEXIY
Poccueit u ACEAH // Beetnamckue uccnenosanud. 2021. T. 5. Ne 4. C. 162-170.

KOOuneitnblit 1ia poccuiicko-aceaHOBCKMX oOTHomeHuit 2021 r., B KOTOPOM CTOPOHBI
OTMETHJIM 25-JIeTHe auajoroBoro maptHépcTtBa u 30-1eTHe OTHOIICHWUH, HE ObUI 00O0WIEH
BHUMaHMEM dKcrepTHoro cooduiectBa. 15—-16 okta6ps 2021 r. B MITUMO MU/J] Poccun B pamkax
Xl KonBenra Poccuiickoil acconuanuu MexayHapoAHbIX uccienoBanuit (PAMMU) cocrosiach
MexayHapoaHas koHdepenmusi «Poccus u ACEAH B ATP: nuHammuka B3auMOJEHCTBUS,
peruoHanbHbIe TIPOLECCH M TII00ANBHBIA KOHTEKCT». boraTas mporpaMma KoH(bepeHIH oTpasuia
00JIBIIIYI0 BaXKHOCTh JJIsi MEXIYHAPOJIHOTO HAyYHOTO COOOIIECTBA O3HAUEHHOI'O COOBITHS: JEBATH
TEMaTHYECKHX CECCUH C y4yaCTHMEM OTEYECTBEHHBIX M 3apyOexkHBIX HCCleIoBaTeNiel, a Takke
Kpyriielid cton Ha Temy «lloBopot Poccun Ha BocTok: kak obecneunTh ero CUCTEMHBIN XapakTep?»
OXBAaTHJIM BECh CIIEKTP B3aUMOOTHOILIEHHUH Halell cTpaHbl ¢ Accorpanueit (puc. 1).

[TpumeudaTenbHO, YTO BO MHOTOM (DOKYyC BHUMaHMS Kak 3apyO€KHBIX, TaK M POCCHUCKHUX
9KCIIEPTOB Ha PA3JIMYHbBIX CECCUAX OKA3aJICs CMELEH B CTOPOHY BbeTHaMa — ero Mecrta B peTHOHE, B
Accounanuu U B OTHOILIEHUsAX ¢ Poccueit. DTOT akiieHT, 0€3yCI0BHO, HE CIIy4aeH JUIsl 0OTE€YECTBEHHON
HayKH U BBIpa)KaeT HE TOJIBKO JIaHb TPaJUIIMH BOCTOKOBEIHOM IIKOJIbI HAaIlleld CTPaHbl U UCTOPUU
B3auMooTHomeHuit CCCP u Poccnn ¢ pernoHOM, HO U BO MHOTOM BBISBIISIET AKLEHTHI POCCUHCKO-
ACEaHOBCKMX OTHOILIECHUM.

B sTOM cMBICIE 3aKOHOMEpPHO, 4YTO CpPEAM IOYETHBIX TOCTEM LIEPEMOHUU OTKPBITHS
KoH(pepeHmH okazazcs mocoid Beernama B Poccuu, Beimyckauk MI'MIMO Jlaar Munp Kxoii. B
CBOEM IPHUBETCTBUM OH 0CO0O OTMETHJ, 4TO BbeTHam Kak TpaauuuoHHBIA mapTtHép Poccun u
OTBETCTBEHHBIH WieH AccolMaluy BCerja MpujaBajl oco0oe 3HaueHHE Pa3BUTHIO OTHOIICHUH
ACEAH u Poccuu. 3a 30 et Ob11 TOCTUTHYT 3HaYUTENbHBIN Mporpecc Bo B3auMoieicteun Poccun
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CO CTpaHaMHM — WiIeHaMu AccolMallid, W Ha JaHHOM »3Tale, N0 €ro MHEHHIO, TUaJoroBOE
napTHEPCTBO BCTYIAET B HOBYIO (ha3y CBOETO Pa3BUTHSL.

C mOpuUBETCTBEHHBIMH CIOBAMH? K Y4acTHHKaM KOH(EPEHIMM TaKke OOpaTHIINCh
3aMECTUTENIb MUHUCTPa MHOCTpaHHbBIX Jies Poccuiickoit @enepanun N.B. MoprymnoB, reHepaibHbIid
cekperapp ACEAH Jlum JIxok Xo#, MUHUCTp TO JejlaM 0Opa3oBaHUs, MOJOJEKU U CIIOPTa
KoponesctBa Kam6omxa Xanr Uyon Hapon, MunucTp nHOCTpaHHBIX aen Pecnyonuku MHmoHe3us
(2009-2014) Maptu HaraneraBa (puc. 1), mocrtosuubiii mnpencraButens PP mpu ACEAH
A.A. UBanos, npencenatens aenoBoro coera Poccust — ACEAH U.B. IlonsikoB 1 mpopekTop 1o
Hay4yHoii pabore MITUMO A.A. BaiikoB. Criukepsl IIepeMOHUHN OTKPBITHS MMOACITHINCH BUICHHEM
IIPEICTaBISIEMBIX UMM BEJOMCTB U OpraHU3al1il OTHOCUTEIBHO UTOI'OB U COBPEMEHHOT'O COCTOSHUS
naptHépcTBa Poccun 1 ACEAH. 1.B. MoprynoB, B 4aCTHOCTH, B CBOEM OOpaIIeHUN MOAYEPKHYII
pOJIb 3KCTepTHOTO coobmiecTBa B pa3Butuu oTHomenuii Poccun 1 ACEAH. TlpencraBurensHbIn
COCTaB YYaCTHMKOB KOH(EPEHIMH M MIMPOKUI TEMaTHUYECKHUH OXBaT CBUJETEILCTBYIOT, MO €ro
MHEHHUI0, 0 pocTe B3auMHoro nHrepeca Poccuu u ctpan ACEAH 1 06 akTyanbHOCTH HCCIIEIOBAHUS
PErMOHAIIBHOIO U3MEPEHUS POCCUNCKO-aCEaHOBCKUX OTHOIIEHUI.

Ponp BreTHama B pernoHe W BO BHEIIHUX CBs3siXx Poccum B pamkax KoHGEpeHUIUu
aHAJM3UPOBAJIACH B OCHOBHOM I10 CJICYIOIIUM HaIpaBleHHsIM: 1) B cepe SKOHOMHKH: KacaTeIbHO
JIBYCTOPOHHUX  TOPrOBO-3KOHOMHYECKMX M HHBECTUIMOHHBIX OTHouIeHuWd ¢ Poccuei,
B3aumozeiicteus ¢ EADC; 2) B chepe oOpazoBanusi; 3) B paMKax BOCHHO-CTPATEIHYECKOTO
COTPYJIHUYECTBA.

[To mepBoMy GJIOKY BOITPOCOB KaK POCCHICKHE, TaK U 3apyOeKHbIE NCCIIEI0OBATENN OTMETHIIN
HEOJAHO3HAYHOCTh UTOTOB TOPrOBO-3KOHOMHYECKOTO U NHBECTUIIMOHHOT'O COTPYIHUYECTBA U BMECTE
C TeM — MEPCHEKTUBHOCTh HMX Pa3BUTHUS, HECMOTPS Ha OOBEKTUBHBIE CIOKHOCTH, BBI3BAHHbBIE
nanaemuei COVID-19. Tak, nupexrop LleHTpa BHEIIHEN TOJIMTUKHA U PETMOHAIBHBIX UCCIIEA0BAHNN
Junnomarnueckon akagemnu Beetnama Hryen Txu bute Hrok B cBOEM noki1aze ana HECKOJIBKO
peKOMeHIalui, KOTOPble MOTYT CIIOCOOCTBOBATh JAajbHEHIIEeH HHTEHCU(PUKALMU COTPYIHUYECTBA
Poccun u ACEAH.

Puc. 1. [IpuBeTCcTBEHHOE CIIOBO MUHUCTPA MHOCTPAHHBIX e Pecniyonuku Munonesus (2009-2014)
Maptu Hatanerasa. @omo MI'UMO MHU]J] Poccuu
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The role of Vietnam in the region and its relations with Russia were analyzed in the following
spheres: 1) economy (in bilateral trade and investment as well as in interaction with EAEU); 2)
education; 3) military and defense cooperation.

As for the economy, both Russian and foreign scholars acknowledged the ambiguity of the
cooperation results, at the same time stressing the great potential this cooperation has despite the
external challenges posed by the COVID-19 pandemic. Dr. Nguyen Thi Bich Ngoc, Director of the
Centre for Foreign Policy and Regional Studies, Diplomatic Academy of Vietnam, proposed several
recommendations for intensification of Russia-ASEAN bilateral cooperation. In her opinion, there is
a significant potential in economic sphere, namely, in contacts between Eurasian Economic Union
(EAEU) and ASEAN. Vietnam was the first country to sign the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) with
the EAEU, followed by Singapore. According to Nguyen Thi Bich Ngoc, as the majority of ASEAN
countries aims to diversify their trade relations and gain access to other markets, they have a wide
range of opportunities in cooperation with EAEU. Both Russia and ASEAN need to consider the
feasibility of an FTA. Accordingly, the global climate change prompts Russia-ASEAN green energy
cooperation, and the application of green technologies grows in importance. Another promising
sphere is health cooperation and joint research activities on COVID-19, as well as other diseases.
Russia and Vietnam do have already positive experience in this sphere thanks to the Joint Russian-
Vietnamese Tropical Research and Technological Center (Tropical Center).

Vice Rector for International Relations (Far Eastern Federal University, FEFU) Mr. Evgeny
Vlasov also stated the special role of Vietnam in Russia and EAEU relations with ASEAN. He
stressed that the idea of contingence between the two integration blocks had been repeatedly
pronounced by Vietnamese senior officials at various international forums. It first appeared in the
speech by the Deputy Prime Minister Trinh Dinh Dung at the 2019 Eastern Economic Forum: he
stated that Vietnam is ready to act as a bridge between EAEU and ASEAN. Nguyen Hong Dien,
Minister for Industry and Trade of Vietnam, welcomed the idea and reassured Vietnam is ready to
make the necessary efforts to achieve this aim. However, as Evgeny Vlasov emphasized, despite all
the benefits of the prospective project, Russia faces severe challenges in its implementation. He drew
the example of the Vietnamese company TH True Milk, who is building several dairy farms and a
plant in Primorsky Krai, which may become the biggest Vietnamese investment project in the region.
The prolonged burocrating arrangements, low population density and underdeveloped regional
transport infrastructure provoked considerable delays in the process of the project’s implementation.
According to the expert, such projects implemented by big corporations may boost Russia-Vietnam
and later Russia-ASEAN trade and economic cooperation, however, several intrinsic challenges
should be addressed beforehand.

Another aspect of the economic cooperation, the functioning of the Vietnam — EAEU FTA,
was touched upon by Anna Dolinina, a Ph.D. student at the Institute of Asian and African Studies,
Moscow State University. The topic was brought up in the context of the consumer market analysis
in Vietnam. The author’s statistics demonstrated that Vietnam is moving to a more westernized model
of consumption and is partly reducing the share of traditional products, such as rice. The growing
demand for meat and dairy products, as well as the nullification of customs rates prompted food
export from Russia to Vietnam, making Russia the biggest supplier of pork to Vietnam and putting
Vietnam second after China in the list of major meat importers from Russia.

Irina Korgun, Acting Director of the Center for the Russian Strategy in Asia, Institute of
Economics, Russian Academy of Sciences, analyzed the participation of Vietnam in the global value
chains. Taking the Vietnam — Korea cooperation as an example, the expert explained how Vietnam-
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Russia cooperation is influenced by the country’s participation in the international division of labor.
Vietnam is now one of the leading suppliers of domestic electronic devices to Russia, which is
explained by the relocation of the Korean production plants to Vietnam due to growing trade tensions
between the US and China, lower labor costs in Vietnam, as well as the investment, trade policies
and the participation of Vietnam in multilateral trade agreements, etc.

The issue of education as one of the key elements of Russia — Vietham cooperation in a
broader context of Russia-ASEAN Dialogue Partnership was brought about by Marina
Shpakovskaya, Professor at the Department of Theory and History of International Relations, RUDN
University. The focus of her speech was the problem of the export of Russian education to Vietnam.
It is well known that many Vietnamese politicians made their studies in Russia, however, the new
generation coming to power was educated mostly in the Western countries. She took as a key study
in export of education services the activities in Vietnam by the US private Fulbright University and
the Australian Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology. The expert concluded that Russian
universities are hardly visible on the Vietnamese education market and a more effective strategy on
the export of Russian educational services is needed.

Several presentations covered the topic of Vietnam military and defense cooperation with
other countries (Fig. 2). For instance, Nikolay Fedorov, Associate Professor at the Department of
American Studies, Faculty of International Relations, St. Petersburg State University, italized that
Vietnam is forging modernization of its army and is trying to diversify its defense cooperation. India,
by enjoying Comprehensive and Strategic Partnership with Vietnam, may become a new and
promising counterpart in the sphere. The India’s experience in handling both Soviet/Russian and
Western military equipment may be a strong point for Vietnam in favor of this country. Russia is
preserving its leadership in the sphere, however, according to the expert, India may become in the
future a strong competitor, as the Vietham-India defense cooperation is already actively expanding.

Fig.2. The conference participants. Photo by MGIMO University

Anna Kireeva, Associate Professor at the Department of Asian and African Studies, MGIMO
University, analyzed Vietnam’s cooperation with another important partner, Japan. Anna Kireeva
based her assumptions on the results of the poll conducted in 2019 by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of Japan, which aimed to identify how liable is this or that country population to Japan, with Vietnam
scoring considerably high. The expert highlighted the special position of Vietnam in the Japanese
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foreign policy strategy initiated by the former Prime-Minister Abe Shinzo, which is explained by the
Japan's quest to counter Chinese domination in the region. The two counties are expanding exchanges
over traditional and non-traditional security challenges, as well as in trade and investment.

A special part of the conference was a thematic book exhibition as well as book presentations.
The major outcome of the conference is expected to be a publication of conference papers.
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