M) Check for updates

BreTtHamckue ucciaenopanus. 2021. T. 5. Ne 4

HAYYHbBIE UCCIIEAJOBAHUA

BHYTPUIIOJIMTUYECKHUE TPOLECCHI
N BHEHIHSASA TIOJIMTUKA

DOI: 10.54631/VS.2021.54-6-25

CTPATETMYECKOE MAPTHEPCTBO AAIIOHUU U BLETHAMA:
HUHTEPECHI U OT'PAHUYUTEJIN
A.A. KupeeBa

Annortauus. B cratee paccMatpuBaetcs (OpMHpOBaHHE U yIiTyOJeHWE OTHOUICHUH CTPAaTErHYecKOro
napTHEPCTBa Mexay Smonueil 1 BbeTHaMOM, CTPYKTYpHBIE XapaKTEPUCTUKH OTHOIICHUH B chepax MOIUTHKH U
0€30IacHOCTH, a TaKXKe OOLIHOCTb MHTEPECOB U Mpelelibl cONMKEeHus AByX cTpaH. KomiuiekcHoe yiydiieHne
SITOHO-BhETHAMCKHUX OTHOIIEHUM 0a3upyeTcs Ha COBOKYIMHOCTH CTPATErHUECKUX W DKOHOMHUYECKUX WHTEPECOB.
IlepBast wacTh cTaThbU MOCBSIIEHA PAaCCMOTPEHMIO KIIFOUEBBIX TEHIACHIMH PAa3BUTHS OTHOIICHUH SnoHMH U
Brernama. Bo Bropoii wactu ompenenstoTcst cdepbl COBINAJCHUS HHTEPECOB W OTPaHUYUTENH Ha MYTH
nanpHeiero compkeHus Tokno n Xanos. ABTOp enaeT NpeAroNokeHne, YT0 CTPATErnyeckoe COTPYAHUYIECTBO
IBYX CTpaH MPOJOJDKUT PACIIMPATHCSA U B OYAyIIEM B CBSI3H C TEM, YTO OHO OCHOBAHO Ha IIMPOKOM COBIIAJCHUU
B3aMMHBIX HHTEPECOB, KaK CTPATErMUECKUX, TAK M SKOHOMUYECKHX.

KiaoueBnie ciaoBa: Smonus, Beernam, Kwuraii, CIIIA, ACEAH, Bocrounas Asus, A3zusa, Wumo-
Tuxookeanckuil peruos, FOxHo-Kutaiickoe mope.
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BBenenune

OtHomenuss Slnonun u BeerHama B Hauyase XXI| B. JIEMOHCTpUPYIOT TEHACHLUIO K
KOMIUIEKCHOMY YJIYYIIEHUI0O M pPa3BUTHIO BO BceX oOiacTsax. XoTd B3aWMOJAEWCTBHE CTajo
HapammBaTecsa B 1990-e TO1bpl, UMEHHO 3a MOCJIEAHHUE JBA ACCATHIETHS NMPOU30LIEN CYIIECTBEHHBIN
Iporpecc B COTPYJIHUYECTBE Kak B c(epe MOJUTHUKM M O€30MacHOCTH, TaKk M B dKOHOMHKe. Kak
oTpakeHHWe HTUX TeHJaeHuud, B 2006 r. Smonus m BpeeTHaM JIOTOBOPMIIMCH O NOCTPOEHUU
CTpaTEeruuecKoro napTHEPCTBa, a B 2014 r. NOBBICUIN YPOBEHb OTHOLICHUN /IO «IIUPOKOMACIITAOHOTO
CTPaTErMYeCcKOro NapTHEPCTBA B LIESAX MUPA U NIPOLBETaHUA B A3un». Bo BpeMs HaxoKIEHMs y BIaCTH
B Slnonuu B xauectBe mpembep-muHUCTpa CuHA30 AG3 (2006-2007 1 2012-2020 rr.), 3aHUMABIIETO
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3TOT TOCT JIOJIbIIIE BCEX B HMCTOPUHU CTpPaHbl BO BpPEMsi BTOPOTrO CpPOKa, yAadoch chHOPMYIHPOBAThH
MOJIHOLICHHYIO BHEIIHEMIOJIUTUYECKYIO CTPATEeTHI0 M PEaJu30BaTh OOJBIIOE KOJIUYECTBO MeEp,
HaIlpaBJICHHBIX Ha €€ MPETBOPEHHUE B KU3Hb. Accouuaius rocyaapcts FOro-Bocrounoit Asuu (ACEAH)
B 1IeJIOM U oTaenbHble rocyaapcrBa FOro-Boctounoit Azumn (FOBA) B yacTHOCTH CTanu CTpaHamu,
yIy4dlIeHue OTHOIIEHWH ¢ KoTopbiMu KabuHer C. A0G> CTaBUI B KauyecTBE OJHOTO U3 CBOUX
BHEITHenouTHYecKux mpuoputeToB [Phan Xuan Dung 2020]. Ha manpaBnenuun FOBA smoHckuit
IIpeMbep CMOT T0OUTHCS TOBOJIbBHO MHOTOTO, HO M3 BCEX CTPaH PEruoHa B KOMIUIEKCHOM PaclIupeHUH
COTpYJIHHYECTBAa UMEHHO ¢ BbeTHaMoM SoHNM yAanoch TOCTUYL CaMOT0 3HAYUTENIBHOTO IIporpecca u
BBIBECTH OTHOILIEHUS Ha HOBBI YPOBEHD.

[Tpoueccel nHTeHCUUKaUUU cBsizedl SnmoHMM W BpeTHama CTaBST BONPOCHI O TOM, KakKue
MHTEPECHI IPECIIEAYIOT 00€ CTpaHbI B chepax MOJTUTUKU U O€30MMaCHOCTH, KAKOTO MPOrpecca UM YA aloCh
JOCTUYb U B 4YEM COCTOST OFPAaHUYMUTENN Ha ITyTH JAIbHEHUILIETro paclIMpeHus COTpyaHuuecTBa. Bompoc
o motuBauuu Tokno m XaHos MMeeT OOJbIIOE 3HAUEHUE ISl IOHUMAaHUS COBPEMEHHOI'O XapakTepa
OTHOIICHHUU JBYX CTpaH M OOBSICHEHUS NMPUYMH MX JTOBOJIBHO CTPEMHUTEIIHOTO PAa3BUTHS C CEPEIUHBI
2000-x romoB. AHamU3 MPEMSATCTBHIA HA MyTH JAJIBHEUIIETO COJMMKCHUS TaKKe BAXKCH JUISI OIEHKU
MEPCTIEKTHB Pa3BUTHUSL JBYXCTOPOHHHX KOHTAaKTOB. OcoOyl0 aKkTyaJdbHOCTh JaHHas MpoOiemMaTuka
MPUOOPETAET B CBSA3H C BBIABMIKEHHEM PsiioM cTpaH, Bkitouas Anonuto u CHIA, Uuno-TuxookeaHckux
CTpaTeruii u crpemiieHueM noouthes noanep:xxku crpan ACEAH B aToM Bompoce, a Takke ¢ YCUICHHEM
cTpaternueckoil konkypenuuu mexay CLIA u KHP, coxpanennem kapAuHaiIbHBIX pa3HOTIACHH MO
Bompocam Oe3onacHocTd B A3zumn Mexay Kutaem u SlnoHueil u Henpekpamaromeincs HanpsKEHHOCTHIO
koH(pukTa B FOxHO-Kuraiickom mope (FOKM).

OtHowenuss SnoHnn u BbeTHama OOBIYHO HCCIENYIOTCS KaK OJHA M3 COCTaBIISIOLIUX
otHomeHu Tokuo co ctpanamu ACEAH, B 0cOO€HHOCTH B KOHTEKCTE PACHIMPEHUS COTPYTHUYECTBA B
cepe Oezomacnoctr [Cook 2016], nmbo mnpM H3yYeHHH OTHOIICHWI BbeTHama ¢ BeaymIUMH
pervoHanbHbIMUA Urpokamu [Choong 2021] u morennuansHoro wienctsa B Quad [Tepckux 2021]. U
TOJBKO B TIOCIEJHEE BpeMs B CBSI3U C YCUJIEHHEM HMHTEHCHUBHOCTH B3aUMOJEWUCTBUS JaHHOE
CTpaTeruuecKoe MapTHEPCTBO CTao oOpalate Ha cebs choKkycHupoBaHHOE BHUMaHHE HccieoBaTenen
[Mypamésa 2010; Pham Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014; Le Hong Hiep 2017; Phan Xuan Dung
2020; Hyunh Tam Sang 2021]. B To ke Bpemsi OOJBIIMHCTBO HCCJEIOBATENCH JeIaeT aKIeHT Ha
yrayOJdeHUH CTPAaTEerMuecKoro MapTHEPCTBA M MPAKTUUYECKH HE PacCMAaTpPUBAET €ro Mpereiibl Judo
yaenseT 3TOMY HE3HAuuTelbHOE BHUMaHHeE. JlaHHAs cTaThsl MO3BOJIET 3aIOJIHUTH 3TOT Mpodern
Onarosapsi MOMbBITKE OOBEKTUBHOIO aHAJM3a MHTEPECOB M OrpaHMYHUTENed Ha MyTH JalbHEHIIero
commxennst Tokno u XaHosl.

B Teopun MexIyHapOIHBIX OTHOLIEHMH B KayeCTBE TEOPETHKO-METOAOJIOTMYECKONH OCHOBBI
BBICTYIIAET CHHTE3 HEOKJIACCMYECKOr0 peajn3Ma M KOHCTpYKTHBU3Ma. Heokxnaccnueckuil peanusm
MO3BOJISIET MPOAHATU3UPOBATH OCHOBHBIE CTPYKTYpPHBIE XapaKTEPUCTUKU U MHTEPECHI ABYX CTpaH Mpu
ux commkennu (alignment), ©Cxo1st U3 UX POJTU B PETMOHATBHON PACCTAHOBKE CHIT M ITO3MIIUH 110 TIOBOTY
YCTpOICTBa pErMOHAILHOTO Nopsiika. [Ipu ’TOM OH MO3BOJISET YUUTHIBATh BHYTPUCTPAHOBBIE (DAKTOPHI,
KOTOpbIE OKa3bIBalOT BIMSHHE Ha (OPMUPOBAHHE BHEIIHEMOJUTUYECKUX CTpaTeruid, TaKue Kak
OCOOEHHOCTH CTPAaTETHYeCKON KYyJIbTYphl, MO3UIMHM AT U T. 1. KOHCTPYKTHUBH3M IOJIe3€H MpuU
U3YYEHHH TOTrO0, KaK MapTHEPHI BOCHPUHUMAIOT JAPYT Jpyra MU Ha YTO HAmpaBJeHBI Yrpo3bl B cdepe
6e3onacHocTU. CTPYKTYPHO-CUCTEMHBIH MMOIXO0J] MO3BOJISIET PACCMOTPETh COTPYAHUYECTBO SIMOHUM U
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BrerHnama B koHTekcTe oTHOmEeHH Tokno co crpanamu ACEAH u MeXayHapOaHBIX OTHOIIEHUU B
Bocrounoii A3uu u Muao-Tuxookeanckom peruone (MTP).

Crarbs HalMcaHa Ha OCHOBE O(PHIIMATLHBIX UCTOYHUKOB MPOMUIHHBIX MUHUCTEPCTB SIMMOHUY U
BreTHama Ha aHITIMICKOM M SITTOHCKOM SA3BIKAX, MCCIIEIOBATEIILCKOW JIMTEPATYPHI, MPEACTABICHHOU
MPEUMYIIIECTBEHHO BHETHAMCKUMHM W B MEHBIICH CTENEHH SAMOHCKUMH MCCIEIOBATEIISIMU, a TaKXKe
MOCJICHIX HOBOCTHBIX cOO0IIeHNH. B paboTax BReTHAMCKHX HCCIIEIOBATENEH 3aMeTeH KOHCEHCYC TI0
MOBOJIy 3HAUUMOCTH CTPATETMYECKOTO U SKOHOMUYECKOTO B3aWMOJEWUCTBUS JIBYX CTpaH M TpeHJIa Ha
yKperuienne corpyaauuectsa [Pham Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014; Le Hong Hiep 2017; Phan
Xuan Dung 2020; Hyunh Tam Sang 2021]. SInmoHckue 3KCHEpThl paccMaTpuBaioT comkenne ToKuo u
XaHos1 B 00Jiee IIMPOKOM KOHTEKCTE CTPATErMYeCKOM KOHKYpEeHIMU Mexay SAnonuedt m Kurtaem u
Pa3IMYHBIMU BEPCUSMH PETMOHAIBHOTO MOPSJIKA, MPECTaBICHHBIMU KoHIeniueir CBOOOIHOTO U
otkpsiToro UTP u ununmarusoii [losica u [Tytu [Cénzu 2020].

3BOJIIOIII/IH OTHOLIIEHUH B C(l)ean MOJMTHKH U 0€30I1aCHOCTH

OtHowenus fnonun u BreTHama uMerOT AnuTenbHYH uctopuio HauuHas ¢ VI B., HO ux
B3alMO/ICIICTBIE ObUIO HEPETYJSIPHBIM U MPEUMYIIECTBEHHO TOProBbIM. Bo Bpemst BoiiHbI Ha Tuxom
okeaHe B 1941-1945 rr. SAAnonus oxkkynuposana ®pannysckuit Uuaokurail, B ToMm unciie BbeTHam, uTo
COIPOBOXAANOCH OOpPHOOH BBHETHAMIIEB MPOTUB SIMOHCKAX BOEHHBIX W COTPYAHMYABIICH C HUMU
dpanmysckoit ammuanctpanud [Pham Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014: 81-82]. B mepuon
pasnenenus BoerHama Tokuo moanepkuBai odunuaibHble oTHOIICHUS ¢ FOxHbIM BheTHamowm.
Junnomaruueckue otHomenus ¢ JIPB 6putn ycranosiienst 21 centsiops 1973 r., uepe3 BoceMb MeCSIIEB
nocinie 3akiatoueHus [lapmxkckoro cormamenus. [IpoBosrnamenue «1oktpunsl @ykyna» B 1977 r., B
KOTOpoil AAnoHus pakTHUEeCKH OTKa3bIBaJIaCh OT BOEHHOW POJIM B pETMOHE, IPUBEIIO K TOMY, YTO CTPaHbI
ACEAH cranu pacmupsTh ¢ Hel MparMaTUHYHOE SKOHOMUYeCKoe coTpyaaudectBo. OtHomenus ¢ CPB
B OUMNOJNSAPHBIA MepHoj ObUIM JIOBOJBHO XOJOAHBIMHM M3-32 KOH(IMKTHOCTH Ha MHIoKuUTalicKoM
MOJIyOCTPOBE M BOBJIeUeHHOCTH XaHos B koH(iukT B KamGomxe [1bid: 82].

Hosslii nepuop B otHomeHMsX SAnonnn n BeetHama Havancs B 1990-e roabl ¢ OKOHYATEIBHBIM
3aBeplIeHHMEeM KOHGIMKTOB Ha Mupokuraiickom momyoctpoBe, pacmupenuem ACEAH wu
crabunm3zanueil B FOBA. IlpaButenscTBO SIMOHUM MOAIEPKUBAIIO IPUCOEAMHEHNE CTPAaH CyOperuoHa K
Accouyanuy U cTago NpoBOJUTH MOJUTHKY, HAIEJIEHHYIO Ha CTUMYJIMPOBAHUE PAa3BUTHUS TOCYIapCTB
WHI0KHTACKOTO TIOIyOCTPOBA U JIMKBUIAIIMIO UX OTCTABAHUS OT OCTAIBHBIX CTpaH rpynmupoBkH [ Ibid:
83]. C 1992 r. Snonusa Bo300HOBMIA IpefocTaBleHue BreTHAMy S5KOHOMHYECKON MOMOIIU 1O JIMHUU
Odunmansaoit momomu pazpututo (OIIP). C konna 2000-x rogoB AnoHus MHCTUTYIIMOHATH3UPOBAIa
COTPYIHUYECTBO ¢ cyOpernoHom bombmoro Mekonra, a ¢ 2009 r. ctanu mpoOBOIUTHCS €XKETOJHbIC
CaMMMTBI C IIATHIO rocygapcTBaMu MHA0KUTaliCKOro OJyoCTpOBa.

Bo mMHOrom kauecTBeHHOE pa3BUTHE OTHOLICHUM fAnoHuM u BeeTHama sBiIsieTCA 3aciayrou
SAMOHCKOT0 npeMbep-mMuuucTpa C. A63 [Phan Xuan Dung 2020]. B oktsi6pe 2006 r. mpeMbep-MUHHCTPbI
Hryen Tan 3ynr u C. A65 nmoamucamu CoBMECTHOE 3asiBJICHHE O IMOCTPOCHHM CTPATErHnyecKoro
napTHEPCTBA BO UMsI MUpPA U IMPOLBETaHUs B A3UH, B KOTOPOM CTOPOHBI JOTOBOPHUIIMCH PACIIUPSATh
COTPYJHUYECTBO U JUANOT B cepax MOIUTHUKH, 0€30MaCHOCTH, SKOHOMUKH, YCHIIUBATh KOOPAUHALIUIO
U pacHIMpsATh T'yMaHWUTapHbIE KOHTaKThl. BbeTHam ormerun BakHoe 3HaueHue OIIP B comumanbHO-
HKOHOMHYECKOM Pa3BUTUU CTPaHBI, a SIMOHKA 3asBUIIA O MOAJIEPHKKE MOJTUTHKN OOHOBIICHHS «JOU MO
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W MHTErpanuu BreTHaMa B MHPOBYIO 5KOHOMHUKY [Japan — Vietnam Joint Statement 2006]. B 2007 r.
npeMmbep-MuHUCTp Anonun Pykyaa fcyo u npesuneHT BrerHama Hryen Munp UberT noamucanu
[ToBecTKy MOCTPOEHHUSI CTPATETMYECKOro NapTHEPCTBA, MPEANONAralonlylo CleIyIoue o0JacTu
coTpyaHudecTBa: 1) nmuanor B cdepe MOJUTUKH U Oe30MacHOCTH, 0OMEHBI B chepe Oe3omacHocTH; 2)
BCEOOBEMITIONIEE SIKOHOMUYECKOE MAPTHEPCTBO; 3) COACHCTBUE YKPEIIEHUIO PABOBBIX UHCTUTYTOB U
MOMOIIb B IpoBeAicHHH pepopm; 4) HAYIHO-TEXHHUECKOE COTPYTHUYIECCTBO; 5) COTPYIHUYECTBO B chepe
KJIUMaTa, 3KOJIOTUH, MPHUPOAHBIX PECYpCOB W JHEPreTUKH; 6) yIydllleHHE B3aUMOIIOHUMAaHUS; 7)
COTPYAIHHUYECTBO HA MK AyHapoaHoii apene [Agenda 2009]. B anperne 2009 r. reHepalibHBIH CEKpeTaph
LK KIIB Honr JIpik Manb nocetus1 SInoHUI0 U COBMECTHO C SITOHCKUM IpemMbepoM Aco Tapo mpuHsi
SINOHCKO-BbETHAMCKOE 3asiBJICHHE O CTPATETMYECKOM MapTHEPCTBE B LIENSAX MUpA U MPOLIBETAHUS B
A3un. B 3asBieHHMH COAEPKUTCS JIOTOBOPEHHOCTH YIUIYOJATh CTPATErMYECKOe MapTHEPCTBO U
IIPOBOAMTH €XKEroJIHble CaMMHTHI U 3acefanne Komuccuu no corpyaHuuectBy fAnonuu u BreTtHama
[Japan — Vietnam Joint Statement 2009].

JlaHHbIE JOTOBOPEHHOCTH MPUBEIM K 3HAUUTEIbHOM aKTUBM3ALMM KOHTAKTOB MEXIY
[IpaBUTEILCTBAMH, IapjlaMeHTaMu U obmectBaMu obeux cTtpadH. B 2010-e roasl mnpowusonuio
CYIIIECTBEHHOE YCHIICHHE M IUBEPCU(HKAIIUS COTPYIHUYECTBA B 001acTu 6e3omacHocTr [Le Hong Hiep
2017: 4]. B 2011 r. crpanbl mnogmucanid MeMmopaHIyM MEXIy MHUHHUCTEPCTBAMU OOOPOHBI O
JIBYCTOPOHHEM COTPYAHHYECTBE M OOMeHax B cdepe 0e30macHOCTH, KOTOPBIM 3aJI0KUJI OCHOBBI
B3aMMOJICHCTBUS KaK IO JUHUM OeperoBoil OXpaHbl, TaK M Ha ypPOBHE MHHHCTEPCTB OOOPOHBI,
reHepalbHbIX ITA00B U Pa3IUYHBIX POJOB BOWCK BOOPYKEHHBIX cuil. llpenmeroM corpynHuyecTBa
SBJIAIOTCS KaK TPaJAULIMOHHBIC, TaK HETPAaJULUOHHBIE BBI30BBI U Yrpo3bl O€30IaCHOCTH, BKJIIOYAs
BOMIPOCHI 0OE30MacHOCTH Ha Mope, OOpPHOBI C TEPPOPU3MOM M OPraHW30BAHHOH IPECTYITHOCTHIO,
Kk1Oep0Oe30MacHOCTH, JUKBUJAIMKM TOCIEACTBUNA CTUXUMHBIX O€ICTBUI, MOHMCKOBO-CHACATEIbHBIX
omeparmid u 1. . [Pham Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014: 86]. C 2012 r. crag npoBOAUTHCS
JMAJIOT TIO MOJIUTUKE B 06sacTu 0e3omacHocTH, a ¢ 2013 r. — KOHCYJIbTAllMM Ha YPOBHE 3aMeCTUTeNen
muaECTpoB [Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 5]. Snonus momoraer CPB coBepiieHCTBOBAaTh MOJATOTOBKY
0eperoBoi OXpaHbl C MOMOIIBIO COBMECTHBIX TPEHUPOBOK, ITPOrpaMM MOBBILIICHUS KBAIU(UKALUY U T.
1. 3HaYeHHE MM0J0OHOI0 COTPYIHUYECTBA JUIsl BheTHaMa BeNMKO, TaK KaKk OCHOBHOE MPOTUBOCTOSIHHE B
TeppuTopuanbHbix criopax ¢ Kuraem B FOKM ocymectisieTcst Ha ypoBHE OeperoBoil oxpansl, a Kurait
o0J1alaeT HaMHOTO OOJIBIITUM KOJMUECTBOM Kopalbiiel u mydmmM ux ocHanienuem [Le Hong Hiep 2017:
4-5].

ITocne Toro xkak C. AG3 CHOBa 3aHsUT NOCT IpeMbep-MUHKUCTpa SAnonuu, B 2013 r. oH moceTui
Bce cTtpanbl FOBA, BeiOpaB BreTHam B kauecTBe nepBoid. SIMOHCKUI peMbep CTaj JenaTh akLEeHT Ha
CTPaTETHUECKYI0 3HAYMMOCTh JAHHOTO PETHOHA, reorpauuecky pacrojoXKEeHHOTo Mex1ay Tuxum u
Wuauniickum  okeaHamu, BbIBesl oOTHomeHus co crpaHamu ACEAH Ha ypoBeHb oOIHOrO u3
BHEIIHENOJUTUYECKUX MPUOPUTETOB U CHOPMYIHPOBAT NMPETeH3UN SIMOHUN Ha HOBYIO pOJib B cdepe
0€30MMacHOCTH KaK OJHOM U3 BEIyIIUX PETHOHANIBHBIX Jep:kKaB Ha pacumpeHHoM MHao-TuxookeaHCKOM
npoctparctse [Cook 2016]. B mapre 2014 r. npesunent CPB Usionr Tawu Ilanr nocetwnn Snonuto, u B
X0JIe CaMMHMTAa ¢ AMOHCKUM IpeMbepoM C. AG3 ObUIO OOBSABICHO O MOBBIIIEHUH YPOBHS OTHOIIEHUHN CO
«CTPAaTETMYECKOro MapTHEPCTBA» 10 «IIUPOKOMACIITAOHOTO CTPATETHUYECKOro MapTHEPCTBA B LIETSAX
MUpA U MIPOLBETAHUS B A3HM», PEAIOJIAraBIIeTr0 OOIMPHYIO IOBECTKY COTPYIHUYECTBA U AajIbHENIIee
yriyonenue oTHouieHui [Japan — Vietnam Joint Statement 2014]. B 2017 r. Bciex 3a mpeMbep-
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muaucTpoMm C. A6> BreTHam BIiepBbIe 32 BCIO HCTOPHIO OTHOIICHHUM MOCETHII umneparop Anonun [Le
Hong Hiep 2017: 2].

B nmanHbBIi meproa MOKHO OTMETHTh aKTUBHOE yriiyOjeHue cBsizeil B 001acT 0€30MacHOCTH.
[Tocne wHIMACHTA 1O TTOBOLY OypoBOo#l ycraHoBKHM Mexay Brernamom m KHP oxomno Ilapacenbckux
octpoBoB B 2014 r. mpaButenscTBO SnoHMM mepenano XaHOK IIECTh OBIBIIMX B SKCIUTyaTalluu
KopalJiel 1J1s1 MOTMOIHEHUs cocTaBa OeperoBoii oxpansl. B anpene 2016 r. MOpcKue CHITbI caMOOOOPOHBI
Anonuu (MCCSI) BriepBbie moceTnsiv moptT Kampanb ¥ MpoBeIu COBMECTHBIE ¢ BLETHAMCKON CTOPOHOM
yaenus. B centsaope 2018 r. B TOT ke mOpT BIepBhIEe HaHECIa BU3UT MoABoaHAs jJoaka MCCS, kotopas
3aTeM Takke BrepBbie BbilIa Ha yueHus: B FOKM. B utone 2019 r. ctpanbl mpoBeiIr BOEHHO-MOPCKHUE
YU€HHS y I0T0-BOCTOYHOTO 1oOepexbs BreTHama, a B OKTI0pe ObLT MOAMICaH MEMOPAHAYM, B KOTOPOM
CTOPOHBI JJOTOBApUBAIUCh IPOBOJAUTH PETYJISIPHBIE KOHCYJIBTALlMU HAa YPOBHE 3aMECTUTEIEH MUHUCTPOB
W yaiie jaenatb Bu3uThl B mopthl [Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 5-6]. B 2015-2016 rr. C. A63 nooGerman
BbeTHamy mOCTaBUTH 1IECTh HOBBIX KopaOiel 6eperoBoii oxpansl, U B utose 2020 r. Obl1a TOCTUTHYTA
JIOTOBOPEHHOCTh O TOM, YTO SIMIOHCKOE areHTCTBO MEKIYHAapOJHOTO COTPYIHHYECTBA IPEIOCTABUT
BbETHAMCKOMY IPaBUTENbCTBY JbIOTHBIN KpeauT 1o quHuu OIIP Ha atu nenu B cymme 347 MIIH J0JLI.
HoBsie kopabnu, Kak OXuAaeTcs, CMOTYT MO3BOJUTH BbeTHamy Oonee 3QEKTHBHO OCYIIECTBISTH
MOMCKOBO-CIIACaTeNbHBIE  OMEpallid,  IPaBOOXPAHUTENBHYIO  JEATEIbHOCTh,  00ecre4ynBaTh
0e30macHOCTh U cBOOOIY cymoxoacTsa [Japan supports 2020].

Iocne yxoma C. A63 B orctaBKy B cenTsiope 2019 r. mpembep-munuctp Cyra Ecuxum
IIPOJOJKMII BHEILIHENOJUTUYECKUIM Kypc MpealecTBeHHUKa. B kauecTBe cBoeil mepBoil 3apyOexHOM
cTpaHsl U1 ocemieHus B oktsiope 2020 r. on BeiOpast BeeTHaM. be3yciioBHO, Ha BEIOOP MOBIUSIT TAKKE
ToT (pakr, yro u3-3a nmangemun COVID-19 nBe kimroueBblie Uit SINOHUM CTPaHbI, B KOTOPBIE €€ JTHICPHI
TpaauLMOHHO HaHocuiu BU3UTHl nepBeiMU — CIHA n KHP, — Obun ¢pakTHueckn HEAOCTYNHBI s
Bu3uTa. OHAKO MocelleHne MMeHHO BbeTHama (a He Apyroi a3uaTcKoi CTpaHbl, HaIpUMEp) OTpaXxaeT
TO 3HaueHHe, KoTopoe SnoHus npuaaér CBA3AM C HUM. YTJIyOJieHHe COTpyJHHuYecTBa B cepax
TIONUTUKH, 6€30MaCHOCTH U SKOHOMHUKH CTAIO KIIOYEBBIM MOMEHTOM Bu3uTa E. Cyra u ero caMMuTa ¢
BbeTHaMCKUM KoJutero Hryen Cyan @ykom. fnoHckuil npembep Has3Bal BbeTHaM KpaeyrosbHbIM
kamMHeM B peanuzanuu CBoO6ogHOTO M OTKphIToro UTP, a BheTHaAMCKHI Juaep MoAaep an BKIaL
SlnoHunn B Mup, CTaOMIBHOCTh U Pa3BUTHE B PErvoHE M BO BCEM Mupe B LeiaoM. OHM BbIpa3uin
MIPUBEPKEHHOCTh MPUHIIMIIAM MOJIep>KaHNs MHUpa, 0€3011acCHOCTH, CBOOOIBI CY/I0XO/ACTBA U MPOJIETOB,
MupHoro pazpemienusi cnopoB B KOKM. Ctoponsl Takke TOCTUIIH NPUHIUIHAIBHOMN 10rOBOPEHHOCTH
0 TOM, 4TO SnmoHus OyAeT MMEeTh BO3MOKHOCTh SKCIOPTHPOBATH MATPYJIbHBIE CAMOJIETHI, pajapbl U
JpYTHE BUJIbI BOOPYKEHUH, @ TAKXKE BOCHHBIE TEXHOJIOTMH BO BheTHam. [TpaBuTenscTBO SOHNM TOIBKO
B 2014 r. OTMEHWIIO 3alPET Ha 3KCIOPT BOOPYKEHHM, BOCHHBIX TEXHOJOTUI U NMPOAYKIIUH JBOMHOTO
HA3HAYEHUS U IOKa SIBJIETCS HOBBIM MIPOKOM Ha JAHHOM pbIHKE. COTpYIHHUYECTBO IO COBMECTHOMY
npeononenuto nocneactBuit  mangemun COVID-19, a Takke pacmmpeHre HSKOHOMHUYECKUX
B3aUMOCBs3ell Ha ¢GoHe AuBepcupukanuu SAmoHMEH CBOMX MPOM3BOICTBEHHBIX CETEH TaKXe CTaIu
BaXHBIMU TEMaMH IOBECTKU JHMJIEPOB ABYX cTpaH. OHU JOrOBOPUIIMCH BOCCTAHOBHUTH BO3JYIIHOE
COOOIIIEHHE ¥ CO3/1aTh YIIPOIIEHHBIN PeXUM J0MycKa 11 On3HecMeHOB U padbounx [On Suga’s 2020].

B centsa6pe 2021 r. munuctp ob6opons! Anonun Kucu HoOGyo Bo Bpemsi BCTpeud cO CBOUM
BbeTHaMCKUM Kosuterod ®an Ban 3sHrom mnoamucan corjamieHHE, MO3BOJISIOLIEE OCYLIECTBIISTH
JKCIIOPT SMOHCKOTO BOOpYKEHUs M TexHojoruil Beernamy. Ilpenmnonaraercs, 4To OHO MO3BOJMUT

10



BreTrHamckue ucciaenopanus. 2021. T. 5. Ne 4

YCKOPHUTh peaN3aluio CIASIKHA 10 MpoJaxe Kopadieir OeperoBoil oxpaHbl. BreTHaM ke cO CBOEH
CTOPOHBI JTUBEPCUPUIMPYET HMCTOYHUKH MOJydeHus BoopyxkeHuil. H. Kucu 3asBui, 4to cTopoHbI
JOTOBOPMIIMCH paboTaTh BMECTE HAJ| CO3/IaHUEM IOPSIKa, OCHOBAHHOTO Ha MPaBWIIaX, U MOATBEPIANIN
Ba)XHOCTh CBOOOABI cynoxojacTBa u nponéros [Japan inks 2021]. [Tomumo storo, B HOsiOpe 2021 .
SnoHus u BeeTHaM 3aKITIOUMIIH COTTIAIICHUE 0 COTPYAHUYECTBY B o0nactu kubepbe3onacHocTH. XOTs
Kuraii HanpsiMyto He Ha3bIBAJICS B KAUYECTBE NMPUYHMHBI 3aKJIFOYCHHUS COTJIAIICHUS, CTPAaHbl YKa3ajau Ha
OMacHOCTh JeWcTBHM npyrux urpokoB B UTP, mpencraBistomux coO0i BBI30B MEXIYHApOIHOMY
MOPAJIKY.

Cnenyer orMeTuth TOT (pakT, yto B mMapte 2020 r. BbeTHaM NpHHSIT ydacTHE B 3acCeIaHUH
YersIpexcTOpOHHETO auanora B obmactu Oe3omacuoctu (Quadrilateral Security Dialogue, Quad) B
pacmpenHoM coctaBe Quad+ B hopmate BuacokoHdpepeHmu. [Tomumo yuactHrkoB camoro Quad —
Snonunun, CHIA, Asctpasniuu u UHauu — Ha 3aceiaHnu pucyTcTBOBaNu npeacrasutenu HOxHoi Kopen,
Boernama u Hosoit 3emanaun. Ha pacmmpenHom 3acemanuu  Quad+ o0cyKaaauch BOMPOCHI
corpynaudectBa B Ooppbe ¢ manmemuedr COVID-19 u mpeomonenus €€ TOCIEACTBHMA, BKIIOYAs
JOTOBOPEHHOCTH O PEryJSpHBIX KOHCYJIbTalMAX Ha pabouem ypoHe. U B Bammurrone, u B Tokuo
NEPUOANYECKU JCTAUCh 3asBICHUSA O TOM, 4To B Quad MOryT MpHUIIacHTh APyrde CTPaHbl JHOO
copMHUpOBaTL OTAEIbHBINA MOCTOSAHHBIN (opmaT Quad+, u BeeTHam paccmaTpuBaeTcsi Kak OJWH U3
BO3MOJXKHBIX YWICHOB HOBOTO OOBEIMHEHHUS B Cliy4ae, eclid oHo OyaeT chopmuposano [Hyunh Tam Sang
2021: 7].

BbeTHamMIIBl TOJNIOKUTENBHO OTHOCATCA K SIMOHWMH, YTO MOXHO YBHAETh Ha MpUMEpe
nposenénHoro MUJI Anonun B 2019 r. ompoca oOuiectBenHoro MHeHus cpeau crpan ACEAH, B
KOTOPOM OOJIBIIMHCTBO PECIIOHJICHTOB COCTABWIIN CIIEIIHATIMCTHI MM JFOJIU C BBICIIUM 00Pa30BaHHEM.
Anonus Obla HA3BaHA caMOW BaKHOM cTpaHoi /st BeetHama (68 % ompomrennsix), nanee — CIIA (58
%), FOxnas Kopes (53 %), KHP (43 %), Poccus (27 %). Ananoruusslii Bonpoc, chopMyITupoBaHHbI B
OyaylieM BpeMeHH, TaKkKe Mokasall, uto SlnoHus Oyzaer ctoaTk Ha nepBoM Mecte (54 %), a CIIA — Ha
BTOpOM (47 %). SInoHus Takke BO3TJIaBHIIa CIIMCOK CTpaH, KoTopsiM BeeTtHam nosepsiet (37 %), nanee
Poccus (20 %) u CHIA (12 %). Kurato noBepsitoT Bcero 2 % OmpoIleHHbIX. BreTHaMIIEB HHTEpECYeT
ATIOHCKAsi PKOHOMHKA W TEXHOJIOTWH, KYIbTypa W TPAJAWLUHU, TypH3M W Hayka. JlpyKeCTBEHHBIMHU
oTHomeHus ¢ Tokno Ha3Banu 58 % pecrnoHIEHTOB U JOBOJIBHO APYKECTBEHHBIMU — 36 %, YTO BBI3BAHO
SKOHOMUYECKUM COTPYAHUYECTBOM (Ha 3TO yKazaiu 70 % pecroH/IeHTOB), XOPOIIUMU OTHOIIEHUSIMHU
(53 %), nomoribto SKOHOMUYECKOMY pa3BUTHIO (53 %), yyacTreMm SIMOHMM B peIIeHUU TI100alIbHBIX
po6siem (49 %) u cTabuIBLHOCTH MUPOBOI SKOHOMUKH (47 %). 61 % onpoIIeHHBIX 3aIBUIH O TOM, UTO
SInoHMs BHOCHT BKJIAJ B COXpaHEHHWE MHpa M CTAOMIU3AlMI0 MEXIyHapogHOro mopsaka, u 34 %
OTBETHJIU, UTO CKOpee J1a, yeM HeT. [loMmumo storo, 79 % pecrioHIeHTOB BEICOKO OLEHUIIN BKJIa ]l SMOHUN
B nnoiepkKy noctpoenus CoodmectBa ACEAH. OTBeuast Ha BOIIPOC 0 TOM, COTPYAHUYECTBO C KAKUMHU
CTpaHamMu BaxkHO nns peanm3aiuu «Mugo-Tuxookeanckoro uaenus ACEAH», ompoieHHbIe
BBIZIEMIIN Takue cTpanbl, kKak Coenunennbie LlTater (53 %), SAnonus (48 %), Uuaus (39 %) u Kurait
(27 %) [Kaiiraii 2019].
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OobaacTu coBnagenusi uHTepecoB Sinonun u BoeTHama M nipexesibl cOJIMKEHHs IBYX CTPaH

[TpuuuHBI CTONB CTPEMUTEIBHON UHTEHCU(UKALIMKA COTPYTHUYECTBA 3aKJIIOUAIOTCA B TOM, UTO
CTpaTEerHueCKUe UHTEPECH CTPAH COBIIAJIAIOT B BEICOKOM CTETIEHH, KAKHE-TH00 Cephe3HbIe Pa3HOTIIaCHs
OTCYTCTBYIOT, 5KOHOMHMUECKUE CBA3H HOCAT TECHBIM U B3aUMOBBITOJHBINA XapaKTep, AJIUThI U 00LIECTBA
00eHxX CTpaH AOBEPSIOT APYT APYry. DKOHOMUYECKask 3HAYMMOCTh BheTHaMa Kak JI0BOJIBHO KPYITHOTO U
JUHAMHYHO Pa3BUBAIOILErOCsS PbIHKA C JOCTATOYHO BBICOKMM YPOBHEM TPYIOBBIX PECYpPCOB IIPHU UX
OTHOCHUTEJIbHO HU3KON CTOMMOCTH U €r0 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOCTH B SIMIOHCKOM KaluTajle U TEXHOJIOTHSIX B
LeJAX MOJEpPHU3AIMU SBJISIIOTCS OJIHUM M3 IJIaBHBIX JApailBepoB coTpyaHuuectBa [Mypameéa 2010:
145-147]. B mHacrosmee Bpemss BO BberHame umeHHO SmoHMS paccMaTpuBaeTcs KaK CaMbIil
MEPCIEKTUBHBIN cTparernyeckuii maptuép [Le Hong Hiep 2017: 5-6]. Crparernueckiue HHTEPECH ITHX
CTpaH COBIAAAIOT B TOM, UTO KaCaeTCsl COXPaHEHMsI TAKOTO PETMOHAILHOrO NopsiaKa B Bocrounoit Asuu,
KOTOPBIA MO3BOJIII ObI BXOJSIIIIUM CTpaHaM 00eCleYrBaTh CBOKO OE30MAaCHOCTh M Y9aCTBOBATH B €T0
dopmarupoBanun. Snonuss u BeerHam He XoTenu Obl BuaeTh KuTail HOMHHUpYIOMIEH IEp>KaBOM,
OTPENENAIONEeH PETHOHANBHBIM TOPsiIOK B A3uu u Ha MHIo-THXOOKEaHCKOM MpPOCTPAHCTBE B
oJIHOCTOpOHHEeM mnopsiike. Hannuue teppuropuanbHbix cnopoB B HOkHo-Kutaiickom m Bocrouno-
KuraiickoM MoOpsiX, B KOTOPBIX COOTBETCTBEHHO U BbeTHam, u SINOHUSA CTalKuBalTCA C
npoTuBopeyaiie nx uarepecam nonutukoit KHP, o0bexTuBHO paboTaer Ha ycuaeHHE COTPYIHUYECTBA
nByx ctpal. [lockonbKy OanaHc Cuil B peruoHe cMelaeTcs B moib3y Kutas, nis BretHama craHOBUTCS
Ba)KHEE YCUIIUBATH COTPYAHUYECTBO C APYTUMU KPYITHBIMU PETHOHAIBHBIMU UTPOKAMU JIJISl TOTO, YTOOBI
[lexun HEe cmor mnepedopMaTHpPOBATh PETHOHAIBHBIA TOPSIOK B CBOIO TOJB3Y, B OCOOCHHOCTH B
tepputopuanbHoM crope B FOKM. flnonus siBisieTcs npuBIEKaTENbHBIM MAapTHEPOM, TaK KaK OHa
SIBJIIETCS. MOILIHOM ¥ B BOEHHOM, U B 9KOHOMHUYECKOM ILJIaHE JAEepKaBOil, KOTOpas caMa 3aMHTEPECOBaHA
B nojepkanuu O6ananca cuia B FOBA [Pham Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014: 86; Le Hong Hiep
2017: 5-6; Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 5]. Yayumienue otHomennii Boetnama u CIIIA Taxke siBIseTCS
HOJIOKHUTENBHBIM (pakTopoM st conmkenus: Tokno u Xanost [Mypamésa 2010: 148-149].

be3ycnoBHO, BeeTHaM pOBOIUT MHOTOBEKTOPHYIO MOIUTHUKY: X0TsA B 2010-e roaer XaHoii ctan
aKTUBHO pa3BuBatrh oTHoweHUs ¢ CIIIA u fInoHuen n3-3a onmaceHuii o nNoBoxy AearenbHoctu Kuras,
OH BCE K€ CTPEMUTCS COXPaHATh OanaHC MEXJly OCHOBHBIMU UIPOKAMHU U MOAJIEP>KUBATH CINIOYEHHOCTD
ACEAH, u4ro0Obl rpynnupoBKa MpoJoJDKala HUIpaTh CTAOMIM3HPYIOIIYI0 pOJIb B PETMOHAIBLHOM
0€30MacHOCTH. DTOT KypC CIY)KUT L€ COXPaHWUThb CBOOOJY BBIOOpa M CTpaTErnyeckoro MaHEBpa
[Choong 2021: 5, 8] u, ¢ yueTom moteHImana BeeTHama kak ueTBEpTOi cTpanbl Mo ypoBHio BBII u
pacxonoB Ha o6opony B ACEAH, no3BossieT cTaBUTh BONPOC 0 HEM Kak O MOJAHUMAIOIIEHCS JiepKaBe
cpennero yporHs (middle power) [Bepuuaunaa 2020]. BHemiHss moimTrka BeeTHaMa TpaguiimOHHO
OCHOBBIBAJIACh HA MpPHHLIMINAX «TpEX HEeT» (0TKa3a OT NPUCOEIMHEHUS K BOCHHBIM allbSHCAM,
pa3MeleHnst BOGHHBIX 0a3 Jpyrux rocy1apcTB U 00bETUHEHUS C APYTMMU CTpaHaMH MPOTHB TPETHUX
rocynapctB). Berimenmas B 2019 r. benas kHura mo Oe3omacHocTH BreTHama mobGaBuiia K ATHM
MPUHIIMIIAM «UETBEPTOE HET» — OTKA3 OT MPUMEHEHHS CUIIbI WIIH Yrpo3bl €€ mpuMeHenus. Kpome toro,
B HEW JIeKJIapupoBalaCh TOTOBHOCTh XaHOS B ClIy4ae HEOOXOJAMMOCTH Pa3BUBATh COTPYIHUYECTBO B
chepe 6e3omacunoctu ¢ rocyaapcersamu UTP [Vietnam National Defence 2019: 23-24].

SAnonus, B cBolo ouepeab, paccmarpuBaeT FOBA kak BaXHBIH PETrMOH JUIsl MPOABHXKEHUS
koHuenuuu CpobogHoro u otkpeitoro UTP [laiiko caiicé 2019: 24] m crpeMuTcst 3apyduTbes
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noaaepskkoit ctpan ACEAH st mocTpoeHnst OCHOBaHHOTO Ha mpaBuiax mopsiaka (rules-based order).
Tokuo cTpeMuTCs MPeI0CTaBUTh CTPaHAM PErMOHa anbTepHAaTUBY KuTaro — u B 5KOHOMUKE, U B cdepe
0€30MacHOCTH, — YTOOBI HE AATh €MY CTaTh JOMUHHPYIOLICH JepkaBoil. BbeTHaM 0cOOEHHO BaXkeH /s
SInoHMM Kak CTpaHa, TAaKXKe CTaJKUBaroliascs ¢ BbizoBamu co ctoponsl KHP [Cook 2016: 2, Phan Xuan
Dung 2020; Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 5-7]. FOKM wuMeeT CTpaTerdueckyrd U SKOHOMHYCCKYIO
3HauyuMocTh s fAnonun, u Tokuo noanepkuBaer nos3uuuio BreTtHama. CTpaHbl BBICTYHAIOT 3a
COOJIIOJICHHE MEXAyHapoaHoro npasa, Bkitodas Konsenmuiro OOH mo mopckomy mpaBy, cBoOomy
CYAOXOZCTBAa U MPOJETOB, MUPHOE pa3pellieHre KOH(DIMKTA, CKOpeiiiiee NPUHIATHE KOIeKca IIOBEACHUS
cropod B FOKM u mpotuB arpeccuBHBIX aeicTBuii [Japan — Vietnam Joint Statement 2014]. C oxuoii
croponsl, Anonus kputukyer KHP Gonee xéctko, yem Bpernam. Hampumep, oHa cTtama ogHON u3
HEMHOTHX cTpaH, KoTopble BMecTe ¢ CIIA u ABcrpanueil mpu3Baiu K 00s13aTeIbHOMY HUCIOTHEHUIO
Kuraem pemenust 2016 r. ['aarckoro apoutpaxa nmo FOKM [Arbitration 2016]. C apyroii cTopoHsl,
SnoHus 3aHuMaer 6osee TMOKYI0 M MEHEE aHTarOHMCTHYHYIO MO3UIMi0 1o oTHoumeHuto Kk KHP, uem
CILIA, gTo nenaer e€ Gojee yrnoOHBIM MApTHEPOM.

Paznyuuus BO BHEIIHENOJIUTUYECKUX CTPATETUSAX HPEIONPEACIAIOT U IMpeaesbl JalbHEUIIero
cOmkeHus 1ByxX crpad. Slnonus ceszana ¢ CILIA TecHbIM BOGHHO-NOJUTUYECKUM COI030M, a BheTHaM,
HECMOTpsl Ha YKpeIleHHe OTHouleHud ¢ Tokuo u BammHrroHom, BCE e HE TOTOB K IOJO0OHBIM
OTHOILICHMSIM U BCTYIUICHUIO B Kakue-1u00 0;10ku. OH CyIECTBEHHO YCTYIAeT 0 KOMIIEKCHON MOIIU
BEJYLIUM PErMOHAJIbHBIM JiepKaBaM, TakuM Kak Snonus u Kuraii. XaHo! TECHO CBSA3aH OTHOLICHUSAMHU
sKOHOMMYECKOTo coTpyanuuecTBa ¢ KHP 1 He roToB mpoBoAUTE CYIIECTBEHHO Oo0iee KECTKUIM KypC 110
oTHomeHN0 K [lexkuHy H3-3a omaceHUMM MO NOBOAY BO3MOXKHBIX IIOCIEACTBUN 3TOro Iiara, B
0COOCHHOCTH B TeppuropuaibHoM KoHpaukTe B FOKM. IToMuMO 3TOrO, HE TOJBKO IS BHETHAMO-
KMTaWCKUX, HO M JUISl KUTAlCKO-AMOHCKUX OTHOIIEHMHM XapaKTepHa acCUMETpUYHas 3KOHOMHUYECKas
B3aMMO3aBUCUMOCTb, U caMma SIMOHMs He 3aMHTEPecOBaHa B TOM, YTOObI Upe3MEPHO aHTarOHU3UPOBAThH
Kuraii. M3-3a onaceHunii no noBoxy Bo3MOKHOU peakuuu Kurtas B Bocrouno-KuralickoM Mope OHa,
HarnpumMmep, He MPOBOAMT omeparuil mo ceodone cynoxonactsa B FOKM, kak sto nenatot CIIIA. bBonee
TOro, cama fnoHust Bc€ emeé cBA3aHa KOHCTUTYLIMOHHBIMH OTPaHMYEHUSMU Ha HMCIOJIb30BAaHUE CHII
caMO00OPOHBI 32 pyOekOM U HE MOKET BBICTYNATh CTOJIb YK€ 3HAYMMbIM BOEHHBIM UTPOKOM B PETHOHE,
kak Coenunénnbie [Itarel [Le Hong Hiep 2017: 6].

Brernam crpemutcs npoasurath «MHm0-Tuxookeanckoe Bunenne ACEAHy, npeanonaratomiee
coxpaHeHue OajaHca B OTHOLIEHHUSX CTpaH TPYNIUPOBKH C BHEIIHUMHU WIPOKaMH, U paboTaeT Ha
YKpEIUIEHUE €IMHCTBAa AcCCOLMAllMM M COXpaHeHue €€ poiu B peruoHe. Y crpad IOBA cymecTtByror
OIIaceHus, YyTo SIMOHMS 3aNHTEPECOBAHA B HUX HE CTOJIBKO KaK B IIOJHOLIEHHBIX MAPTHEPAX, CKOJIBKO KaK
B 00bekTax [Cook 2016: 10], koTopble JOJKHBI TOAIEP)KUBATH €€ B3Il HA CBOOOHBIN M OTKPBITHIN
UTP. Crpansl x¢e ACEAH He XoTAT aenarh BHIOOp B IMOJIb3Y TOTO HJIM MHOTO BEAYILErO UIPOKa,
MOHMMas], 4To mozjepxkka CBoboaHoro u otkpeitoro MTP MokeT mpuBecTH K KECTKOM peakuuu co
cTopoHbl KuTas, KOTOpbIi BOCIPUHUMAET 3Ty KOHIEMIIMIO KaK HAIllPaBJICHHYIO Ha €ro CIEp KUBaHHE.
Bbonee Toro, pervoHanbHbIE UTPOKM HE CUUTAIOT, YTO 3TO TMOMOXXET UM COXPAHHUTh LIEHTPAJIbHOE
M0JIOXKEHUE TPYIIIUPOBKYU B pernoHabHol apxutektype [Cénzu 2020: 38—42]. B cBs3u ¢ 3TUM UHTEpec
IpeJICTaBIsAeT BOMPOC O MEPCIEeKTHBaX BCTyIuieHUs: BreTHama B Quad B cityuae ero pacuiMpeHus Win
(dopmupoBaHus OTIENBHOTO pacmmpenHoro gopmara Quad+. B Tokno n BammHrrone ykaspiBanu Ha
3aWHTEPECOBAHHOCTh B 00Jiee MHTEHCHUBHOM COTpyIHHUYecTBe ¢ XaHoeM. Ilo oIleHke 3KcCrepToB,
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BretHam cBouM ydactuem Bo BcTpeue Quad+ B mapte 2020 1. mokasail, 4TO OH MOKET TPHCOCTUHUTHCS
K 9ToMy (opMaTy U B cepe 6e30MacHOCTH ISl TOrO, YTOObI KaK-TO MPOTHUBOAEHCTBOBATH MOJUTHKE
Kuras [Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 7; Choong 2021: 8]. B To e Bpemst BbeTHam sIBHO 1IOKa HE TOTOB K
MPUCOCTUHEHUIO K KECTKUM OJIOKaM, TIOATOMY BO MHOTOM IEPCIIEKTUBBI BCTYIUICHHUSI XaHOS B 3TOT
dopmaT OyayT OnpeneNsaThCs TeM, KaKOBBI OyIyT ero ¢pyHKImH, 1nenu u coaepxkanue [Choong 2021: 8]
M HACKOJBKO Ceph&3HBIMU OyAyT OmaceHusi pyKOBOACTBa BbeTHama MO MOBOJY Xapakrepa u
HanpasieHHOCTH BHentHer noautuku KHP [Tepckux 2021].

3akjarouyeHue

[IpoBeneHHOE aBTOpaMH HCCIENOBaHUE MOKa3ano, 4yTo oTHoweHus Anonunu u CPB, HaunHas ¢
cepenunbl 2000-X ro0B CTalM KOMIUIEKCHO Pa3BUBAThCA HA OCHOBE BBICOKOW CTENEHHM COBIALCHUS
CTpaTErMYeCKUX M IEONOJIMTUUECKUX MHTEpEecOB IABYX cTpaH. lllnmpokomacmTaOHOE cTpaTeruuyeckoe
napTHEPCTBO OCHOBAHO HA COTPYIHUYECTBE B cepax MOIUTHKH, 0€30ITaCHOCTH M YKOHOMHKH, TECHBIX
TYMAHUTAPHBIX CBS3SIX M IOJOXXKUTEIBHOM OTHOIICHUH OOIIeCTB o00eux crpaH. PerymsapHbiid
MOJINTUYECKUI JUanor u yriiyojieHue KOHTAaKTOB B 00iiacTu O€30MaCHOCTH IMPHUBEIU K TOMY, YTO
BrerHam ctan paccmarpuBaTh AMOHUIO KaK BEAYILIEr0 BHEIIHETO MAPTHEPA, a AMOHUS cTaia BhIICIATh
BoerHam kak oaHy U3 HaumOonee ONU3KHX PETHOHAIBHBIX Jep)KaB Omarojmapsi OIU30CTH
BHEILIHETIOJIUTUYECKUX TIPUOPUTETOB.

3aMHTEepPECOBAHHOCTh OOEUX CTPaH B MPOTUBOACHCTBUM U3MEHEHHUIO PETHOHAILHOTO TOPSIKA B
Boctounoii Azuu u UTP Kutaem u naBinenue co croponsl Ilekuna, ¢ kotopbiM SAnonusi 1 BeeTHam
CTaJIKUBAIOTCS B TeppuTopuaibHbIX criopax B BKM u FOKM, cranu oguumu u3 Bexynmx (HhakTopos
commkenus 1Byx crpad. M Tokwno, u XaHoi X0oTenu Obl BUJETh PETMOHANBHBIN MOPSAIOK, B KOTOPOM
nosunm Kurtas He Obut OBl JOMHUHUPYIOIIMMH M WM HE MOTpPeOOBaOCh OBl MpeHeOperarthb
COOCTBEHHBIMH HAIIMOHAJIBHBIMU HHTEPECAMH, MOATOMY SMOHUS OKa3bIBAET COJCHCTBUE TOJHTHKE
Bretnama, HanpaBieHHOU Ha nojaepxkanue 6ananca cuii B OKM. B 10 ske BpeMsi CTpaHbI HE TOTOBBI K
3aKJIIOYEHUI0 (DOpPMAaTBHBIX COTTIAIICHUN C 00s3aTeNbCTBaMU B 00acTH O€30MacHOCTH, TaK Kak 00e
CBA3aHbl TECHBIMH 3KOHOMHYeckuMHU oTHomeHusmMu ¢ KHP u omacarorcs €€ BO3MOXHOW peakuuu.
SAnonus siBAseTcs camblM IaBHbIM coro3HUKoM CIHIA B pernone, toraa kak BeeTHam mponaomkaer
MPOBOJIUTH TIOJIUTUKY OalaHCHPOBAHUS MEXIY BEAYIIUMHU HTPOKAMH, COXPaHsSA BBICOKYIO CTEICHb
aBTOHOMHUHU BHemHeH mnoyuTuku. CymiecTByromui (GopmaTr COTPYIHUYECTBA SBISIETCS THOKUM U
MO3BOJISIET CTPAaHaM pPEaJU30BbIBATh CBOM BHEIIHENOJUTHYECKUE HWHTEPECHI, HE PHUCKYS BBI3BaTh
OTBETHBIE MEPBI CO CTOpOHBI KuTas.

Hecmorpss Ha oOuepueHHBIE TMIpelNenbl, MOXHO IPEANOJOKHUTb, YTO CTPATErMYECKOe
coTpyaHu4ecTBO AnoHun U BeeTHaMa MpoJOHKUT PaCIIUPATHCS U B OyIyIeM B CBSI3U C TE€M, YTO OHO
OCHOBAHO Ha IIUPOKOM COBIIaICHUU B3aUMHBIX HHTEPECOB, KaK CTPATErHYECKUX, TAK U SKOHOMHYECKHUX.
[Tockoneky C. A0G> ymamochk cdopMynupoBarh OCHOBBI MHI0-THXOOKEAHCKON CTpaTeruu Kak
KIIFOUEBOTO HAMPABIICHUs BHEIIHEH MONMUTUKHM SMoHWH, Hauboliee BEPOSITHO, YTO M TOCIEAYIOIINE
KaOuHeThl OyyT pa3BUBATh JaHHOE HAINPaBJIEHHE, U CO CTOPOHBI SIMOHUU clieAyeT 0KUIATh BBHICOKYIO
CTENeHb MPEEeMCTBEHHOCTH JIaHHOTO Kypca. 3aMHTepeCOBaHHOCTh BreTHama B mojjiep:kaHuu OanaHca
CIJI U MPHOOPETEHUU TEXHOJOTUN TaKXke SIBISIETCS JOJITOCPOYHBIM (hakTOpoM. ManoBeposiTHO, YTO
CTpaHbl TIEPECTAaHYT HCHBITHIBaTH AaBieHHe co crtoponsl KHP. Bonee Ttoro, smoHckuii OusHec
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3aMHTEPECOBaH B PACIIMPEHUH MPHUCYTCTBUS HA BbETHAMCKOM PBIHKE, UYTO IMOJAJIEPKUBAETCA KypCOM
STIOHCKOTO TIPaBUTEJILCTBA.
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JAPAN — VIETNAM EXTENSIVE STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP: INTERESTS
AND CONSTRAINTS
A.A. Kireeva

Abstract. The article discusses the formation and deepening of a strategic partnership between Japan and
Vietnam, the structural characteristics of relations in the spheres of politics and security, as well as the
commonality of interests and the limits of rapprochement between the two countries. The comprehensive
improvement of Japanese-Vietnamese relations is based on a combination of strategic and economic interests. The
first part of the article focuses on key trends in Japan — Vietnam relations. The second part identifies areas of
coincidence of interests and constraints on the path of further rapprochement between Tokyo and Hanoi. The
author assumes that the strategic cooperation between the two countries will continue to expand in the future as it
is based on a broad overlap of mutual interests, both strategic and economic.
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Introduction

Relations between Japan and Vietnam at the beginning of the 21st century show a trend towards
comprehensive improvement and development in all fields. Although interaction began to grow in the
1990s, it was in the last two decades that significant progress was made in cooperation in both the
political and security spheres and in the economy. Reflecting these trends, in 2006 Japan and Vietnam
agreed to build a strategic partnership, and in 2014 raised the level of relations to a “extensive strategic
partnership for peace and prosperity in Asia”. During his term of office as Prime Minister of Japan,
Shinzo Abe (2006-2007 and 2012—2020), who held this post for the longest time in the country’s history
during his second term, managed to formulate a full-fledged foreign policy strategy and to carry out
numerous measures aimed at its implementation. The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)
in general and individual Southeast Asian states in particular have become countries, improving relations
with which cabinet S. Abe has made one of its foreign policy priorities [Phan Xuan Dung 2020]. The
Japanese Premier was able to achieve quite a lot in the direction of SEA, but among all the countries of
the region it was with Vietnam that Japan managed to reach the most significant progress and to advance
the relationship.

The intensification of ties between Japan and Vietnam raises questions about the political and
security interests of both countries, the progress they have made and the constraints on further
cooperation. The issue of the motivation of Tokyo and Hanoi carries great importance for understanding
the modern nature of relations between the two countries and explaining the reasons for their rather rapid
development since the mid-2000s. An analysis of the obstacles to further rapprochement is also important
for assessing the prospects for the development of bilateral contacts. This subject becomes relevant in
view of promotion of Indo-Pacific strategies by a number of countries, including Japan and the United
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States, and the desire to gain support from ASEAN countries in this matter, as well as the increasing
strategic competition between the United States and the People’s Republic of China, the persistence of
cardinal disagreements on security issues in Asia between China and Japan and the ongoing conflict in
the South China Sea (SCS).

Japan—Vietnam relations are usually studied as one of the components of Japan’s relations with
ASEAN countries, especially in the context of expanding security cooperation [Cook 2016], or in
examining Vietnam’s relations with leading regional players [Choong 2021]. It is only recently, in the
light of increasing interaction, that this strategic partnership has begun to attract more focused attention
of researchers. [Pham Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014; Le Hong Hiep 2017; Phan Xuan Dung
2020; Hyunh Tam Sang 2021]. At the same time, most researchers emphasizes the deepening strategic
partnership, while little considering or even neglecting its limits. This article allows to fill this gap by
attempting an objective analysis of interests and constraints on the way to a further rapprochement
between Tokyo and Hanoi.

The synthesis of neoclassical realism and constructivism in the theory of international relations
provides a theoretical and methodological basis. Neoclassical realism makes it possible to analyse the
main structural characteristics and interests of two countries in their rapprochement (alignment), based
on their role in the regional configuration of power and positions on regional order. In doing so, it takes
into account domestic factors that influence foreign policy strategies, such as the peculiarities of strategic
culture, elite positions, etc. Constructivism is useful in examining how partners perceive each other and
where security threats are directed. The structural and systemic approach allows us to consider the
cooperation between Japan and Vietnam in the context of Japan’s relations with the ASEAN countries
and international relations in East Asia and the Indo-Pacific Region (IPR). The article is written on the
basis of official sources of the relevant ministries of Japan and Vietnam in English and Japanese, research
literature presented mainly by Vietnamese and to a lesser extent Japanese researchers, as well as the latest
news reports. In the works of Vietnamese researchers, there is a consensus on the importance of strategic
and economic interaction between the two countries and the trend towards enhanced cooperation. [Pham
Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014; Le Hong Hiep 2017; Phan Xuan Dung 2020; Hyunh Tam Sang
2021]. Japanese experts view the rapprochement of Tokyo and Hanoi in the broader context of strategic
competition between Japan and China and various versions of the regional order represented by the
concept of a Free and Open IPR and the Belt and Road Initiative [Shoji 2020].

Evolution of relations in the spheres of politics and security

Relations between Japan and Vietnam have a long history since the 8™ century, but the interaction
was irregular and predominantly commercial. During the Pacific War in 1941-1945 Japan occupied
French Indochina, including Vietnam, which was accompanied by the struggle of the Vietnamese against
the Japanese military and the French administration that cooperated with them [Pham Quang Minh, Pham
Le Da Huong: 81-82]. During the partition of Vietnam, Tokyo maintained official relations with South
Vietnam. Diplomatic relations with the DRV were established on September 21, 1973, eight months after
the conclusion of the Paris Agreement. The proclamation of the “Fukuda doctrine” in 1977, in which
Japan actually renounced its military role in the region, led to the fact that the ASEAN countries began
to expand pragmatic economic cooperation with it. During the bipolar period relations with the SRV
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were rather cold due to the tension in the Indochina Peninsula and the involvement of Hanoi in the
conflict in Cambodia [1bid: 82].

A new period in relations between Japan and Vietnam began in the 1990s with the final end of
the tensions in the Indochina Peninsula, the expansion of ASEAN and the stabilization in Southeast Asia.
The Government of Japan supported the accession of the countries of the subregion to the Association
and adopted policies aimed at promoting the development of the states of the Indochina Peninsula and
eliminating their lag behind the rest of the countries of the group. [Ibid: 83]. Since 1992, Japan has
resumed its economic assistance to Vietnam through Official Development Assistance (ODA). Since the
late 2000s, Japan has institutionalized cooperation with the Greater Mekong Subregion, and since 2009,
annual summits have been held with the five states of the Indochina Peninsula.

In many respects, the qualitative development of relations between Japan and Vietnam is the merit
of Japanese Prime Minister S. Abe [Phan Xuan Dung 2020]. In October 2006, Prime Ministers Nguyen
Tan Dung and S. Abe signed a joint statement “Toward a Strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity
in Asia”, in which the parties agreed to enhance cooperation and dialogue in politics, security, economy,
strengthen coordination and expand humanitarian contacts. Vietnam noted the importance of ODA in the
country’s socio-economic development, and Japan declared its support for the “Doi Moi” renewal policy
and the integration of Vietnam into the world economy [Japan — Vietnam Joint Statement 2006]. In 2007
Japanese Prime Minister Yasuo Fukuda and Vietnamese President Nguyen Minh Triet signed the
“Strategic Partnership Building Agenda” which envisages the following areas of cooperation: 1) political
and security dialogue, security exchanges; 2) comprehensive economic partnership; 3) assistance in
strengthening legal institutions and reform promotion; 4) scientific and technical cooperation; 5)
cooperation on climate, ecology, natural resources and energy; 6) improving mutual understanding; 7)
cooperation in the international arena [Agenda 2009]. In April 2009, General Secretary of the VCP
Central Committee Nong Duc Manh visited Japan and, together with Japanese Prime Minister Aso Taro,
adopted the “Japan-Vietnamese Statement on Strategic Partnership for Peace and Prosperity in Asia”.
The statement agreed to deepen strategic partnerships and hold annual summits and meetings of the Japan
— Vietnam Cooperation Commission [Japan — Vietnam Joint Statement 2009].

These agreements have led to a significant increase in contacts between the governments,
parliaments and societies of both countries. In the 2010s, there was a considerable strengthening and
diversification of cooperation in the field of security [Le Hong Hiep 2017: 4]. In 2011, the countries
signed a Memorandum between the Ministries of Defense on bilateral cooperation and Security
Exchanges, which provided the basis both for collaboration on issues related to the coast guard and
interaction at the level of Ministries of Defense, General Staffs and various branches of the armed forces.
Cooperation covers both traditional and non-traditional security challenges and threats, including issues
of maritime security, counter-terrorism and organized crime, cybersecurity, disaster management, search
and rescue, etc. [Pham Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014: 86]. Since 2012 security policy dialogue
has been established and since 2013 advisory services at the level of Deputy Ministers have been held
[Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 5]. Japan is assisting Vietnam to improve training for the coastguards through
joint training, advanced education programs, etc. The importance of this kind of cooperation carries a
significant weight for Vietnam since the main confrontation in territorial disputes with China in the SCS
is carried out at the level of the coast guard, and China possess many more ships and better equipment.
[Le Hong Hiep 2017: 4-5].
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After S. Abe again assumed the post of Prime Minister of Japan, in 2013 he visited all the
countries of Southeast Asia, choosing Vietnam as the first. The Japanese prime minister began to
emphasize the strategic importance of this region, geographically located between the Pacific and Indian
oceans, he brought relations with ASEAN countries to the level of the crucial foreign policy priorities
and articulated Japan’s claim to a new security role as one of the leading regional powers in the expanded
Indo-Pacific area [Cook 2016]. In March 2014, the SRV President Truong Tan Sang visited Japan, and
during the summit with Japanese Prime Minister S. Abe, it was announced that the level of relations had
been raised from a “strategic partnership” to a “extensive strategic partnership for peace and prosperity
in Asia”, entailing a broad agenda of cooperation and a further deepening of relations [Japan — Vietnam
Joint Statement 2014]. In 2017, following Prime Minister S. Abe, Vietnam was visited by the Emperor
of Japan for the first time in its history [Le Hong Hiep 2017: 2].

During this period, the active deepening of ties in the field of security can be observed. Following
an incident involving a drilling rig between Vietnam and the People’s Republic of China near the Paracel
Islands in 2014, the Government of Japan handed over six used ships to Hanoi for the Coast Guard. In
April 2016, the Japanese Maritime Self-Defense Forces visited the port of Cam Ranh for the first time
and conducted joint exercises. In September 2018, the same port was visited for the first time by a JSDF
submarine, which then also made its first exercises in the SCS. In June 2019, the countries held naval
trainings off the southeastern coast of Vietnam, and in October a memorandum was signed in which the
parties agreed to hold regular consultations at the level of deputy ministers and make frequent visits to
ports [Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 5-6]. In 2015 - 2016. S. Abe promised Vietnam six new coastguard ships,
and in July 2020 it was agreed that the Japan International Cooperation Agency would provide the
Vietnamese Government with a concessional ODA loan of USD 347 million for this purpose. The new
ships are expected to enable Vietnam to carry out more effective search-and-rescue operations, law
enforcement, and to ensure safety and freedom of navigation [Japan supports 2020].

Following the resignation of S. Abe in September 2019, Prime Minister Suga Yoshihide
continued his predecessor’s foreign policy. He chose Vietnam as his first foreign country to be visited in
October 2020. Of course, the choice was also influenced by the fact that due to the COVID-19 pandemic,
the two key countries that Japan’s leaders traditionally visited first — the US and the People’s Republic
of China—were in fact inaccessible for visit. However, the visit to Vietnam (not to another Asian country,
for example) reflects the importance that Japan attaches to its relations with it. Expanding political,
security and economic cooperation became a key focus of the visit and summit of Y. Suga and his
Vietnamese counterpart Nguyen Xuan Phuc. The Japanese prime minister called Vietnam the cornerstone
of the free and open IPR, and the Vietnamese leader supported Japan’s contribution to peace, stability
and development in the region and the world as a whole. They expressed their commitment to the
principles of maintaining peace, security, freedom of navigation and flight, and the peaceful settlement
of disputes in the SCS. The parties also reached an agreement in principle that Japan would be able to
export patrol aircraft, radars and other types of weapons, as well as military technology to Vietnam. Only
in 2014, the Japanese government lifted the ban on the export of arms, military technology and dual-use
products and until it is a new player in this market. Collaborating to jointly tackle the consequences of
the COVID-19 pandemic, as well as expanding economic ties amid Japan’s diversification of its
production networks, have also become important topics on the agenda of the leaders of the two countries.
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They agreed to restore air traffic and create a simplified procedures for the acceptance of businessmen
and workers [On Suga’s 2020].

In September 2021, Japanese Defense Minister Kishi Nobuo, during a meeting with his
Vietnamese counterpart Phan Van Giang, signed an agreement allowing the export of Japanese weapons
and technologies to Vietnam. It’s expected that it will expedite the implementation of the deal on the sale
of coast guard ships. Vietnam, for its part, is diversifying its sources of weapons. N. Kishi stated that the
parties had agreed to work together to establish a rules-based order and reaffirmed the importance of
freedom of navigation and overflight [Japan inks 2021].

It was worth highlighting the fact that in March 2020, Vietnam participated in the of meeting
Quadrilateral Security Dialogue (Quad) in an enlarged Quad+ by videoconference. In addition to the
participants of the Quad itself, namely Japan, the USA, Australia and India, the meeting was attended by
representatives of South Korea, Vietham and New Zealand. The enlarged Quad meeting discussed
collaboration to tackle and overcome the COVID-19 pandemic, including arrangements for regular
consultations at the working level. Both Washington and Tokyo periodically made statements that other
countries could be invited to the Quad, or that it could be established a separate expanded permanent
Quad + format, and Vietnam is considered one of the possible members of the new alliance if it is formed.
[Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 7].

Vietnamese people have a positive attitude towards Japan, as can be seen from the Japanese
Foreign Ministry 2019 survey “Opinion Poll on Japan in ASEAN Countries” in which the majority of
respondents were professionals or people with higher education. Japan was named the most important
country for Vietnam (68%), followed by the United States (58%), South Korea (53%), and China (43%),
Russia (27 %). A similar question, formulated in the future, also showed that Japan ranked first with
54% and the US with 47%. Japan also topped the list of countries that Vietnam trusts (37%), followed
by Russia (20%) and the United States (12%). China is only 2% trusted. Vietnamese are interested in
Japanese economy and technology, culture and traditions, tourism and science. Friendly relations with
Tokyo were named by 58% of respondents and relatively friendly — 36%, which is caused by economic
cooperation (this was indicated by 70% of respondents), good relations (53%), economic development
assistance (53%), Japan’s participation in solving global problems (49%) and stability of the world
economy (47%). 61% of those surveyed said that Japan was contributing to the maintenance of peace
and the stabilization of the international order, and 34% said it was possibly more often than it was not.
In addition, 79% of respondents appreciated Japan’s contribution in support of building the ASEAN
Community. Responding to the query about the countries cooperation in the implementation of the Indo-
Pacific Vision of ASEAN, the respondents singled out as important such countries as the United States
(53%), Japan (48%), India (39%) and China (27% ) [Kaigai 2019].

Proximity of interests and limits of rapprochement of the two countries

The reasons for this rapid intensification of cooperation are that the strategic interests of countries
coincide to a high degree, no major differences exist, economic ties are close and mutually beneficial,
the elites and societies of both countries trust each other. In Vietnam, it is Japan that is considered as the
most promising strategic partner at the present time. [Le Hong Hiep 2017: 5-6]. The two countries do
have a common strategic interest in preserving a regional order in East Asia that would allow countries
to maintain their security and participate in its formatting. Japan and Vietnam do not wish to see China
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as the dominant power that determines the regional order in Asia and the Indo-Pacific unilaterally. The
existence of territorial disputes in the South China Sea and the East China Sea, respectively, in which
Vietnam is also faced with the conflicting PRC policy contrary to their interests, actually works for
strengthening cooperation between the two countries. As the balance of power in the region shifts for the
benefit of China, it becomes more important for Vietnam to strengthen cooperation with other major
regional players in order to prevent China from reshaping the regional order in its favor, particularly in
terms of the territorial dispute in the SCS. Japan is an attractive partner because it is a mighty both
militarily and economically nation, which itself is interested in maintaining the balance of power in
Southeast Asia [Pham Quang Minh, Pham Le Da Huong 2014: 86; Le Hong Hiep 2017: 5-6; Hyunh Tam
Sang 2021: 5].

Clearly, Vietnam is pursuing a multi-vector policy and, although in the 2010s it began to actively
develop relations with the United States and Japan because of concerns about China’s activities, it still
seeks to maintain a balance between the major players and keep ASEAN’s unity and cohesion, so that
the group continue to play a stabilizing role in regional security. This course serves the purpose of
preserving freedom of choice and strategic maneuver [Choong 2021: 5, 8] and, given Vietnam’s potential
as the fourth largest country in terms of GDP and defense spending in ASEAN, allows to arise the
question of positioning it as an emerging middle power [ Vershinina 2020]. Vietnam’s foreign policy has
traditionally been based on the “no three” principles (not joining military alliances, not deploying the
military bases of other countries, and not uniting with other countries against third states). The Vietnam
Security White Paper, released in 2019, added a “fourth no” to these principles — not using force or the
threat of force. Furthermore, it declared Hanoi’s readiness, if necessary, to develop security cooperation
with IPR states [2019 Vietnam National Defence: 23-24].

Japan, for its part, views SEA as an important region for advancing the concept of a Free and
Open IPR [Gaiko seisho 2019: 24] and seeks the support of ASEAN countries to build a rules-based
order. Tokyo endeavour to provide the countries of the region with an alternative to China, both in the
economy and in the security sphere, in order to prevent it from becoming the dominant power. Vietnam
is particularly significant for Japan as a country that also faces challenges from the PRC [Cook 2016: 2,
Phan Xuan Dung 2020; Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 5-7]. The SCS is of strategic and economic importance
to Japan, and Tokyo supports Vietnam’s position. Countries advocate compliance with international law,
including the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, freedom of navigation and flight,
peaceful resolution of the conflict, prompt adoption of the Code of Conduct of Parties in the SCS and
argue against aggressive actions [Japan — Vietnam Joint Statement 2014]. On the one hand, Japan
criticizes China more harshly than Vietnam. For example, it has become one of the few countries that,
along with the United States and Australia, called for binding China’s compliance with the award of the
2016 Hague Arbitration ruling on the South China Sea dispute [Arbitration 2016]. On the other hand,
Japan takes a more flexible and less antagonistic position in relation to the PRC than the United States,
which makes it a more convenient partner.

Differences in foreign policy strategies also predetermine the limits of further rapprochement
between the two countries. Japan is linked to the United States by a close military-political alliance, and
Vietnam, despite strengthening relations with Tokyo and Washington, nevertheless is not ready for such
relations and blocs. Vietnam is significantly inferior in integrated power to major regional powers like
Japan and China. It is closely linked by relations of economic cooperation with the PRC and is not ready
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to take a hardline stance against Beijing because of concerns about the possible consequences of this
step, especially in the territorial conflict in the SCS. Moreover, not only Vietnam-China but also China-
Japan relations are characterized by asymmetric economic interdependence, and Japan itself has no
interest in unduly antagonizing China. Owing to concerns about China’s possible reaction in the East
China Sea, Japan, for example, does not conduct freedom of navigation operations in the SCS as the US
does. In fact, Japan itself is still bound by constitutional restrictions on the use of self-defense forces
abroad, and cannot be as significant a military player in the region as the United States [Le Hong Hiep
2017: 6].

In addition, Vietnam seeks to promote the “ASEAN Indo-Pacific Vision”, which presupposes
maintaining a balance in the group’s relations with external players, and works to strengthen the
Association’s unity and preserve its role in the region. The countries of Southeast Asia have fears that
Japan is interested in them not so much as in full-fledged partners, but rather in facilities [Cook 2016:
10] that should support its views on the Free and Open IPR. The ASEAN countries, however, do not
want to choose between leading players, realizing that support for a Free and Open IPR could lead to a
tough reaction from China, which perceives the concept as a deterrent. And what is more, the regional
players do not believe that supporting the Free and Open IPR will help them maintain the group’s central
position in the regional architecture [Shoji 2020: 38—-42]. In this context, of particular interest is the issue
of prospects for Vietnam’s accession to Quad in the case of its expansion or the establishment of a
separate, expanded format of Quad+. Tokyo and Washington indicated the interest to collaborate more
intensively with Hanoi. According to experts, Vietnam’s participation in the Quad meeting in March
2020 shows that it can join this format as well in the area of security to counteract China’s policies
[Hyunh Tam Sang 2021: 7; Choong 2021: 8]. At the same time, Vietnam is clearly not yet ready to accede
rigid blocs, therefore, in many respects, the prospects for Hanoi’s joining this format will be determined
by what its functions, goals and content will be [Choong 2021: 8] and how serious the Vietnamese
leadership’s misgivings about the nature and direction of China’s foreign policy will be.

Nevertheless, despite the outlined limits, it can be assumed that strategic cooperation between
Japan and Vietnam will continue to expand in the future, as it is based on a broad coincidence of mutual
interests, both strategic and economic. Since S. Abe succeeded in framing the Indo-Pacific Strategy as a
key pillar of Japan’s foreign policy, it is most likely that subsequent cabinets will develop this direction,
and a high degree of continuity of this course is to be expected from Japan. Vietnam’s interest in
maintaining the balance of power and acquiring technology is also a long-term factor. It is unlikely that
countries will stop being pressured by the PRC. Moreover, Japanese businesses are interested in
expanding their presence in the Vietnamese market, and this is supported through the Japanese
government’s policy.
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