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BI)HHAM AHHoTanus. PeneHsus naHa Ha NEpeBEEHHYIO HAa PYCCKHH SI3BIK

HCTOPHA TPATEAHH

KHUTY aHTJIMACKOTO MCTOpUKa U myOnmiucra Makca Xeictunrca «BbeTHaM.
Uctopus Ttpareauu 1945-1975». Ha ocHoBe OOMMPHOTO (HaKTHUECKOTO
MaTepHuaja aBTOp BBICTPAaHMBAET MCTOPUIO OOpHOBI BHETHAMCKOI'O HapoAa C
(paHIy3cKUMH KOJIOHM3aTOpaMH M aMEPHKAHCKUMH HWMIICPHATHCTAMU.
AHTHKOMMYHHCTHYECKHE yOEXKIICHUS HE MO3BOJISIOT aBTOPY B MOJHOM Mepe
OLIEHUTH POJIb (ppoHTa BEeTMHHB M BRETHAMCKMX KOMMYHHCTOB B IT00€/ie Hall
¢dpaniy3amMmyd, HO OH NpU3HAET oOrpomubiii aBToputreT Xo Illu MuHna.
OOBeKTHBHO TMOKa3bIBasi aHTHHAPOIHBIA XapakTep coszganHoro CHIA B
IOxxa0M Bretname pexkxuma Hro /[uap 3beMa U aMEpPUKAHCKYIO «IIOMOIIIBY,

AHIVIMMCKUH KYPHAJIUCT CBOEH KHUTOM MOATBEPKIAET INIABHBIA YPOK BOWHBI
BO BreTHame 0 TOM, YTO BHYTPHITOJIUTHIECKHE MTPOOIIEMBI APYTOi CTPaHbI HE PEITUTh BTOPIKEHHUEM U3BHE.
KroueBsble cioBa: Boernam, ®pannus, CILIA, BoiiHa 3a He3aBUCUMOCTb, (GpoHT BeeTMutb, Xo [1Iu
Mun, Hro {usb 3bem.
Jass uurupoBanus:. Jlokwwun [.M. Jleronuch BeMMKOro mpPOTHBOCTOsIHUS // BbeTHaMckue
uccnemoBanus. 2021. T. 5. Ne 4. C. 206-213.

Cnycts moJiBE€Ka ToOcCiie OKOHYaHUS BOWHBI B MHIOKWMTae «BBETHAMCKHM CHHIPOM
IOCTOSTHHO JaéT 0 ceOe 3HaTh B 00IIeCTBEeHHO-ToIuTHYecKoM xu3Hu CIIIA, X0Ts, Kak ITOKa3bIBA€T
MOJUTHUYECKAsl MPAKTHUKA TOCYIapCTBa, JAOJKHBIX BBIBOJIOB U3 TE€X YPOKOB, KOTOPHIE MPENOHECIA
MHUpPY BOWHA BbETHAMCKOTO HAapoJa 3a HAIMOHAIbHOE OCBOOOXKIEHHE, a 3aTeM MPOTHB arpeccuu
CIIA, cnenano Tak U He ObLT0. BOKpyr cOOBITHII TeX JET 0 CUX MOpP HE MPEKPaIlatoTCs CIIOPbI
MEXIy Y4EHBIMU, MONUTHKAMU U KypHanuctamu kak B CILIA, tak u Bo BberHame. DTH crnopsl
MIPUBJICKAIOT BHUMAHUE MHOTHX HCTOPUKOB U IPYTHX CTpaH MUpa, MO0 OHU KAacaroTCs XapakTepa
BOWHBI U BaXXHBIX YpokoB nopaxeHus: CIIIA Bo BeeTname. Ha 3Ty Temy ommy0IMKOBaHO yKe BEITUKOE
MHOECTBO KHHT, MEMYapOB M HAyYHBIX CTaTEH, CHATO HEMAJIO JOKYMEHTAIBHBIX (hriibMoB. Cpenu
HUX CHpPaBENJIMBO TPHUBJIEKAeT BHUMaHUE (YHIAMEHTAIBHBIA TPYJ AaHTJIMACKOTO HCTOPUKA U
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nyosmmnucra Makca Xeiictunarca «BpetHam. HWcropust Tpareaum 1945-1975», mnpexpacHo
nepeBeIEHHBIN Ha PYCCKUMN S3bIK U U3aHHBIA B MOCKBE B H3/1aTEILCTBE «AJIBITIHA HOH-(UKIITHY.

Makc XeHCTHHTC yMENO UCTI0JIb3YyeT OOIMPHBINA (aKTHUSCKUI MaTepual, HaKOMUBIIUKCS 10
Hero. Ilpu sToM ero Meronvka H3NOXKEeHHS (PAKTOB, AHAIU3 KOHKPETHBIX COOBITUH, OLIEHKH
NEeSITeIbHOCTH MOJUTHYECKUX (UTYp TOrO BPEMEHHU 3aMETHO OTJIMYAIOTCA OT PacHpOCTPaHEHHBIX
MHEHHH 1 1o3unui Kak aBTopoB B CILIA, Tak 1 ocBemEHHBIX B OPHUITHATBHBIX U3IaHUIX BheTHaMa.
Ota pabora BooOIIe Majo MOX0Ka Ha HAYYHBIA TpyA. MHOTOE n3naraercs B Hel B (hopMe ouepka,
4yepe3 pacckasbl U CyJIbObI OTJEIbHBIX JOJIEH — KaK U3BECTHBIX JIeATENEH, TaK U MPOCThIX KPECThSIH.

He xaxxqomy unTaTesnnto XBaTUT TEPIEHUS JOYUTATh 10 KOHIA BClo 800-CTpaHUYHYIO SII0MEI0
TpUAUATHICTHEN ucTopur BheTHama, MOTHOM CIOXHEHUIINX COOBITUM XOJOJHOW BOMHBI JABYX
HEMPUMUPHUMBIX Jiarepeid — 3amana u Boctoka. Kak cBujeTesnto u B onpeaeaeHHON MEpe YYaCTHUKY
3TOr0 TPOTHBOCTOSIHUS, aBTOPY pELEH3UH MHOroe B JTOH Oosbuiod paboTe OpUTaHCKOro
KYpPHAIIUCTA U YYEHOTO MIPEJICTABISIETCS BaKHBIM, O0OBbEKTUBHBIM U IOCTOWHBIM BHUMaHus. Ho ecThb
B HEH M HEMaJl0 TOrO, YTO BBI3bIBAET BO3pakeHMs. [Ipexne Bcero, 3TO OTHOCUTCS K YacTo
HEKPUTHUYHOMY BOCIPOM3BEICHUIO TEHACHIMO3HBIX PENOPTaXEe HEKOTOPBIX aMEPHKaHCKUX
KYpPHAJIUCTOB U3 BbheTHaMa, K €ro HaCTOWYMBBIM IOIBITKAM MOCTaBUTh HA OJIHY JIOCKY MOJIUTUKY U
MPAKTUKY (PaHITy3CKUX KOJOHM3ATOPOB, a 3aT€M M MPHUIICIIIMX WM HAa CMEHY aMEpPUKaHCKHX
MOJIMTUKOB W HX CTaBleHHUKOB B lOxHOM BbeTHamMe C OJHOW CTOPOHBI W PYKOBOJCTBO
Hemokpatnueckoit Pecniyonuku BperHam m HanwmonaneHoro ¢ponrta ocBoOoxiaeHust HOxxHoro
BreTHama ¢ apyroi.

MHOTrO COMHEHMH BBI3bIBAET omucaHue coObITHH 1945-1946 rr., B KOTOpPOM CHIIBHO
MIPOSIBIISIIOTCS AHTHCOBETCKHE M aHTUKOMMYHHCTHUYECKHEe yOexneHusi Xeiictunrca. Ho mpu Bcém
3TOM OH INPU3HAET, YTO HU OJMH JIPYrol NOTEHLHAIbHBIA BHETHAMCKUM JIUJEP HE MOJb30BAIICA U
MaJIoH JI0JIeH TOM HapOIHOU JIIOOBHU, KOTOPYIO cymen 3aBoeBaTh Xo [Iu MuH (c. 47).

ABTOp KHHMIM KpailHe CyOBEKTHBHO TPAKTYeT MOJIUTUKY BbeTMuHs, KOTOpyI0 He Aan cede
TpyZJa noHATs. OH BOCIIPUHUMAET KaK «OECCIIOPHO JI0Ka3aHHbIEY (DaKThl YpE3MEPHOMN KECTOKOCTH C
o0eux CTOpOH, 3a0bIBasi O TOM, KTO HECET OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a HaBs3aHHbIE BLETHAMCKOMY HApo1y
JECSITUIIETUST BOWHBI, 32 THOENh MHIJUTMOHOB MUPHBIX TpaKAaH MoJ 00MOaMU M OT XMMHYECKOTO
OpYXHsl, 32 YyJOBHUILHBIE Pa3pyLICHUsT MHOXECTBA TOPOJOB M MOCENKOB. TeM HE MEHee U3 €ro
W3II0KEHUS COOBITUH CTAHOBHUTCS TMIOHSTHO, TOUEMY TOpa3io OOoJbIlle BLETHAMIIEB CUUTAIIA COBCEM
MHaye U MOJJIEPKUBAJIU PEBOJIOLMOHHOE IBUKEHHE, KOTOPOE MPOBO3IJIAIIANIO CBOEH LIETBIO HE
TOJIbKO yCTPaHEHHE KOJIOHHAJIBHOTO peXHMa, HO BMECTe € HHM U Kjacca KpYIHBIX
3eMJIeBIa/IebleB, 0€3KaJOCTHO IKCIUTYaTUPOBABLINX KPECThSIHCTBO Ha MPOTSHKEHUU HECKOJIBKUX
MOKOJIeHUH (C. 65).

KononunansHoe npasienne @paHluU, KaK CUMUTAET aBTOP, OKAa3aJIoCh OoOpeueHO Ha (oHe
HaIlMOHATBFHO-OCBOOOIUTETFHON OOpPhOBI  HAPOAHBIX MAacC C SBHBIM KOMMYHUCTHYECKHM
PYKOBOJICTBOM U BKYTE CO ca0OCThI0O HEKOMMYHHCTUYECKUX MOJMTUYECKUX CHII B cTpaHe. Kak u
MHOTHE Jpyrue ydeHble Ha 3amaje, oH OTHOCUT nmobOexy ABrycroBckoi peBomonuu 1945 r. Bo
BreTHame K «MCTOpUYECKOHM CIIy4allHOCTH», B pe3yJbTaTe€ KOTOPOH B CTPAaHE CO3JAJICS «BAKYYM
BJIACTU». ABTOP MOJHOCTBIO UTHOPUPYET POJIb U YMENOe pyKOBOACTBO KoMMyHUCTHYECKOI apTUH
Nunokutas Bo rinase ¢ Xo [lIlu MunoMm, KoToOpoe He TOMYCTUII0O HUKAKOTO «BaKkyyma BiacTu». OpoHT
BreTrmMuHb, 10NB3YysICh, KOHEYHO, OJIATOMPUITHOW MEKTyHAPOJAHOM OOCTAaHOBKOM, IIar 3a IIaroM
JUKBHUJIMPOBAJ BiacTh ()paHIly30B M SIMOHIIEB Ha MecTax. B pemaromuii MOMEHT co3aaBuIeics
PEBOJIIOLIMOHHON CUTYallMH €MY y1aJ0Ch 3aBOE€BATh MOACPKKY HAPO1a U OCIIa0UTh MO3UIIMH APYTHX
HallUOHATUCTUYECKUX CHIL.
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HauaBmyrocss 30-71€THIOIO BOMHY 3a HE3aBHCHUMOCTb M €JUHCTBO CTpPaHbl aBTOpP Ha3Ball
«Tparenueity, Ho OH, KaK yXe ObUIO CKa3aHO BBIIIE, YMATYUBAET O TOM, KTO )K€ ICHCTBUTEIBHO HECET
3a He€ UCTOPUUYECKYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTh. OH Jja’ke SIBHO CKJIOHEH BO3JIOXKUThH €€ CKopee Ha (POHT
Beermunb u muuHo Ha Xo [l Muna, KkoTopble sIKOObI COBCEM HE CUHUTAJIUCH C TUOENbIO JECATKOB
TBICAY CBOMX COIpaXkJlaH B 3TOM BOMWHE.

Bes BoiiHa ®@paHumu 3a BO3BpalleHHE CBOMX KOJOHHWAIbHBIX BilaJeHUd B WHIokwutae,
KOTOPYIO B OOIIECTBEHHOM MHEHHWU MHOTHX CTPaH MUpPA CIIPABEIMBO HA3BAIH «TPS3HOM BOHHOIY,
ONMCaHa MYOJNUIMCTOM B LEJIOM C TO3UIHMHA 3amaJHOr0 >KypHAJIUCTA, TMOAJIEPKUBAIONIETO €.
Jle'TMOTHBOM 4epe3 BCe €ro pacckasbl U 3apUCOBKH 00 3TOH BOMHE IPOXOOUT HJes, 4TO «00e
CTOPOHBI HE YCTYIAIM APYT APYrYy B Oe3KaI0CTHOCTHY (C. 46—54).

MHoro BHUMaHMsI yIeIul aBTop cpaxkeHuto npu JpeHobeHdy n XKenerckoil koHdepeHInn
1954 r. DOTH TIaBBl MOXKHO CYHMTATh JYYIIMMH BO Bce pabore. OHM HaAmMCaHbl C OOJBIINM
KYPHAIMCTCKUM MAacTEPCTBOM U MO3BOJISIOT YUTATENIO BO BCEH MMOJIHOTE IPEJCTAaBUTh KAPTUHY TEX
COOBITHH. XeHCTUHICOM MOAPOOHO MOKa3aHO, KaK Hadartas (paHIly3CKMMM BOICKaMM orepanus ¢
LIEJIBIO CO3/1aTh MEpPEeBEC HaJ/l CUJIaMU OCBOOOKAECHUS U HE IOIYCTUTh UX BbIXxoJa Ha rpanuny ¢ KHP
3aKOHYMJIACH TTOJIHBIM pa3rpoMoM (paniry3oB. [Io MHEHHIO aBTOpaA, 3TO MOXHO OOBSCHHUTH TOJIBKO
«IIOKHUPYIOUIEH KOJJICKTUBHONW HEKOMIETEHTHOCTBIO (PPaHI[y3CKOr0 KOMaHIOBaHUs». TyT OH, Kak
TOBOPST, SIBHO MHHT c€0sl CTpaTeroM, «BUAs 00il co cTOpoHbI». OMMOOK U TIIYIIOCTEH CO CTOPOHBI
CMEHSBIIHX JIPYT ApyTa (ppaHIy3cKuX KOMaHIYIOMHUX ObUIO, KOHEYHO, HeMaiio. Ho aBTop BEIHYXIeH
npu3HatTh, yTo KomaHaoBanue BHA Bo rnmaBe ¢ renepasom apmuu Bo Hryen 3smom BbIIIIO
no0euTeNIeM B 3TOM pELIAloIleM CPaXeHUM BCed BOMHBI, ONUPAsCh Ha CAMOOTBEPKEHHOCTb U
MYXeCcTBO OOHMIOB, a Takxke Ha mHoiydeHHyro nomoiib or Coerckoro Coroza, Kutas n apyrux
COLMAJIMCTUYECKUX CTPaH.

JocraTtouHo npaBauBo onucaH Xoja JKeHeBCkoN KOH(epeHIUH, MoKa3aHa 3J0BELast poJib
npeacrasutens CILIA A. Jlanneca, KOTOPBIH genall BCE BO3MOXKHOE JIJIsl HEAOMYIIICHUS COTJIAIICHHS.
W korna Bonmpeku BceMy COIJIAIIEHHE ObLIO TOCTHUTHYTO, OHO ObUIO BCTPEUEHO Kak SBHBIM ycCIex
MUPOJIIOOMBBIX CUJI U HAllMOHAIBHO-0CBOOOIUTENBHOTO JIBUXEHUS HapoaoB WHnokutas. [Toatomy
HUKaK HE COOTBETCTBYIOT JCWCTBUTENBHOCTH YTBEPXKACHHS aBTOpa, OyATO «OOjiblIas 4YacTh
MHUPOBOH O0IIECTBEHHOCTH ObLIa yapyueHa pe3yiabTaraMu JKeHeBckoil koHpepeHm» (c. 134).

He MeHee uHTEepecHO M TIyOOKO ONHUCAHBI aBTOPOM M BCE MOCIEAYIOIIHE COOBITHS.
JlocTaTouHO 0OOBEKTUBHO MOKa3aH co3aHHbli B FOxxHOM BheTtHame pexum Hro Jlune 3pema. ABTOp
yOeIuTENbHO JIEMOHCTPUPYET, UYTO HapoJHble Macchl Ha FOre ObLIM HE MPOCTO HETOBOJIBHBI
MOJINTUKON 3b€Ma U CO3JAAHHBIX UM MHCTUTYTOB. OHM NHUTAIU OTBPALLCHHE K CAMOMY <JIHILY»
pexxuMa — K 000CHOBaBIIEeics y BinacTu ceMbe Hro ¢ e€ )kecToKOCTSIMM, Ka3HSIMU Ha THIbOTHHE,
HEKOMIETEHTHOCTBIO U KaTOJUIM3MOM. BbeTHaMCcKoe OyIIMCTCKOE TyXOBEHCTBO, KaK MOKa3bIBAET
aBTOp, OBLJIO B YHCIIE TJIaBHBIX HEOBOJBHBIX 3aCHJILEM KaTOJMKOB Yy BJIACTH U HENPUKPBITHIM
¢daBopuTH3MOM ceMbu Hro 1o OTHOIIEHUIO K CBOUM €TMHOBEPIIAM.

C 1961 r. aMmepukaHCKHe CTpATETH MPHUIILUIH K BHIBOY, YTO BbETHAMCKYIO TPOOIEMY MOXKHO
peluTh TOJbKO HampasieHueM B FOxHblii BbeTHaMm 60bIIero KOHTUHIEHTa CBOMX COBETHHUKOB U
BoopykeHui. U Ha npoTsokeHnnn 34 mecsnes anMuaucTpanys k. KeHHeaun MMeHHo 3To U enana.
CBouMU MaTepHalIbHBIMU JapaMu, UIIET aBTOP, aMEPUKaHIIbl HE CMOTJIM 3aBOEBaTh 0J1aroJapHOCTh
MECTHOT0 HacesneHus. [ TaBHoe, 4TO BCKOpe yCBOMJIM aMepUKaHIbl 0 BbeTHame, kak cuuTaeT aBTop,
3TO TO, KaK MaJIO OHH O HEM 3HAIOT (c. 179).

ABTOp MoApOOHO OCTaHABJIMBAETCS HA pa3pa3uBIIEMCs MOJUTHYECKOM Kpusuce B bemom
nome. Ha ocHOBe pszia cTaBIIMX JOCTYIHBIMU JOKYMEHTOB OH PACKPBIBAET COJIEP/KaHUE NO3ULUI U
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OLICHOK psna Beayumx nonutuueckux pesreneil CILIA Toro Bpemenu. Hekoropele u3 Hux
COXPAHSIIOT CBOE 3HaueHHWE U B Hamie BpeMsa. OHU IMOATBEPKAAIOT IJIABHBIM YpPOK BOMHBI BO
BbeTHame, KOTOPBIN JOKA3bIBACT, YTO BHYTPUIIOIUTUYECKHE TPOOIIEMBI IPYTOi CTpaHbl HE PELIUTh
BTOP)KEHUEM M3BHE, UTO YK€ BO BTOpOii mosioBuHe XX B. BOMHA mepecrana ObITh MPOJOJIKEHHEM
MOJINTUKH, ITYCTh J1a)K€ UHBIMU CPEJICTBAMM.

Cawmpblii cTpaHHBIN (DaKT 3TOM BOWHBI, CAUTAET aBTOP, — 3TO CaM aMEPUKAHCKUN HApOJ U €ro
3aKOHOJATENHN, KOTOpble MOYTH 0€3 BO3paKEHWH 0JNro COrNIallaluch € KPYMHOMAcCIITaOHBIM
BOCHHBIM BMEIIATEIBCTBOM B JAJEKOM CTpaHe, B TO BPEMsA KAaK BECh OCTaJbHOW MUp, BKIKOYas
coto3aukoB CIHIA, cunTany ux MOJIUTUKY HEpUeMIIeMO U 0e33akoHHOU. VcTopHsi, Kak rOBOPAT,
YYUT TOMY, YTO HHKOTO HUYeMy He yuuT. OJHAKO, KaK IMOKA3bIBaIOT MHOTHE (haKThl, BKIIOYAsS
Xopouo onucaHHyro aBropoM arpeccuto CHIA Bo BbeTHame, OHa CypoBO Haka3bIBaeT TE€X, KTO
UTHOPUPYET €€ YPOKH.

TakuMm 00pa3oM, HECMOTPsI Ha yKa3aHHBIE OLIMOOYHbIC MHEHHUS aBTOpa U JIpyrue JOBOJIHHO
CHIOpPHBIE BBIBOJBI M OLIEHKH, 3TO H3/IaHHOE HAa PYCCKOM SI3bIKE OOCTOSITENBHOE JIMTEPaTypHO-
XYJ0KECTBEHHOE OMHCcaHue OOphObl BHETHAMCKOTO Hapo/a 3a HAIMOHATIBHYIO HE3aBUCHUMOCTH U
€IMHCTBO CBOEH POJIMHBI 3aCITYKMBAET CAMOM BBICOKOW OLICHKH.

Aemop:

Jlokmun I'puropuit MuxaiiaoBu4, K. W. H., BEIYUIMHA Hay4dHbIl cOTpyIdHUK LleHTpa
u3yuenusi BwetHama u ACEAH HWJAB PAH. ORCID: 0000-0002-6362-7463. E-mail:
16188017 @yandex.ru

IIpoosuoicenue cmamou:
Hara moctymmenus: 17.07.2021
[Ipunsra k mewarn: 15.11.2021
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THE CHRONICLES OF THE GREAT OPPOSITION
G.M. Lokshin

g Max Hastings. V'etnam. Istoriya tragedii 1945-1975 [Vietham: An
Epic Tragedy, 1945-1975]. Translated from English. M.: Alpina

,, BbHHAM Non-fiction, 2020. ISBN: 978-5-00139-264-4

HCTOPUA TPATEAMH

Abstract. The review is given on the book “Vietnam: An Epic
Tragedy, 1945-1975” by the English historian and publicist Max Hastings.
The author builds the history of the struggle of the Vietnamese people
against the French colonialists and American imperialists based on
extensive factual evidence. Anti-communist beliefs do not allow the author
' to fully appreciate the role of the Viet Minh front and the Viethamese
communists in the victory over the French, but he recognizes the enormous
4? authority of Ho Chi Minh. Objectively depicting the anti-national character
: of the Ngo Dinh Diem regime in South Vietham and the American “aid”,
the English journalist confirms with his book the main lesson of the Vietnam War, which proves that the
internal political problems of another country cannot be solved by an outside invasion.

Keywords: Vietnam, France, USA, War of Independence, Viet Minh Front, Ho Chi Minh, Ngo
Dinh Diem.

For citation: Lokshin G.M. (2021). The Chronicles of the Great Opposition. Russian Journal of
Vietnamese Studies, 5 (4): 206-213.

Half a century after the end of the war in Indochina “Vietnamese Syndrome” constantly
gives expression to itself in the social and political life of the United States, although, as the
political practice of the United States shows, no proper conclusions were made from the lessons
that the war of the Vietnamese people for national liberation, and then against the US aggression,
taught the world. The controversy between scientists, politicians and journalists, both in the United
States and in Vietnam surrounding the events of those years remain unabated. These controversies
have attracted the attention of many historians and other countries around the world, as address
the nature of the war and the important lessons of the US defeat in Vietnam. A great many books,
memoirs and scientific articles have already been published on this subject, as well as many
documentaries have been produced. Among them, the fundamental work of the English historian
and publicist Max Hastings “Vietnam: An Epic Tragedy, 1945-1975” perfectly translated into
Russian and published in Moscow by the publishing house “Alpina Non-fiction” rightly attracts
attention.

Max Hastings skillfully uses the vast evident material accumulated before his research,
but at the same time his method of presenting facts, analyzing specific events, assessing the
activities of political figures of that time differ significantly from the widespread opinions and
positions of other authors both in the United States and in the official publications of Vietnam.
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This work is hardly scientific at all. Much of it is described more as an essay, through the stories
and fates of individuals — both prominent people and simple peasants.

Not every reader will have the patience to read the entire 800-page epic of the 30-year
history of Vietnam, full of the most complex events of the Cold War of two irreconcilable camps
— the West and the East till the end. As a witness and, to a certain extent, a participant in this
confrontation the author of the review finds a great part of this work of a British journalist and
scholar important, objective and worthy of attention. But there are still some things that provoke
objections.

First of all, this refers to the often uncritical reproduction of tendentious reporting by
some American journalists from Vietnam as well as to his insistence on equating the policies and
practices of French colonizers, and then the American politicians and their henchmen who came
to replace them in South Vietnam, on the one hand, and on the other hand the leadership of the
Democratic Republic of Vietham and the National Liberation Front of South Vietnam. The
description of the events of 1945-1946 in Vietnam raises a lot of doubts. Hastings’ anti-Soviet and
anti-communist convictions are strongly felt. But with all this, he admits that no other potential
Vietnamese leader has enjoyed even a fraction of the popular love that Ho Chi Minh was able to
win (p. 47).

The author of the book interprets Viet Minh’s policy in a highly subjective way, which
he had no difficulty understanding. He perceives as “indisputably proven” facts of excessive
cruelty on both sides, forgetting who is responsible for the decades of war imposed on the
Vietnamese people, for the deaths of millions of civilians under bombs and chemical weapons, for
the monstrous destruction of many cities and towns. Nevertheless, it becomes clear from his
account of events why many more Vietnamese felt very differently and supported the
revolutionary movement, which declared its goal not only the elimination of the colonial regime,
but also of the class of large landowners who ruthlessly exploited the peasantry for several
generations (p. 65).

The colonial rule of France, according to the author, was doomed against the background
of the national liberation struggle of the masses with an explicit communist leadership and coupled
with the weakness of non-communist political forces in the country. Like many other scholars in
the West, the author attributes the victory of the 1945 August Revolution in Vietnam to a
“historical accident” that created a “power vacuum” in Vietnam. He completely ignores the role
and skillful leadership of the Communist Party of Indochina, led by Ho Chi Minh, which did not
allow any “power vacuum” in Vietnam. The Viet Minh Front, through the use of the favorable
international situation, eliminated step by step the power of the French and Japanese on the ground.
At the crucial moment of the revolutionary situation, he managed to win the support of the people
and weaken the positions of other nationalist forces. The author called the outbreak of the 30-year
war for the independence and unity of the country “a tragedy”, but, as mentioned above, he stays
quiet about who bears the real historical responsibility for it. Moreover, he clearly assigns it rather
to the Viet Minh front and personally to Ho Chi Minh, who allegedly did not at all reckon with the
deaths of tens of thousands of their fellow citizens in this war.

The entire war of France for the return of its colonial possessions in Indochina is generally
described from the standpoint of a Western journalist who supports this war, which in the public
opinion of many countries of the world is justly called a “dirty war”. The leitmotif that passes
through all the stories and sketches about this war runs through his idea that “both sides were equal
to each other in ruthlessness” (p. 46-54).
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The author paid much attention to the battle of Dien Bien Phu and the 1954 Geneve

Conference. These chapters can be considered the best in the whole work.

They are created with great journalistic skill and allow the reader to fully imagine those
events. The author showed in details how the operation launched by the French troops with the
aim of creating an advantage over the liberation forces and preventing them from reaching the
border with the PRC ended in the complete defeat of the French.

According to the author, this can only be explained by the “shocking collective
incompetence of the French command”. Here, as they say, he clearly fancies himself a strategist,
seeing the battle from the side. Of course there were a lot of mistakes and nonsense from the part
of coming and leaving French commanders. But he is forced to admit that the VNA command, led
by General of the Army Vo Nguyen Giap, relying on the commitment and courage of the soldiers,
as well as on the help received from the Soviet Union, China and other socialist countries, came
off as the winner in this key battle of the entire war.

The course of the Geneve conference is described in a quite truthful way, as well as the
sinister role of the US representative A. Dulles, who did everything possible to prevent an
agreement. And when, against all the odds, an agreement was reached, it was greeted as a clear
success of the peace-loving forces and the national liberation movement of the peoples of
Indochina. Therefore, the author’s assertions that “most of the world community was depressed
by the results of the Geneve conference” (p. 134) does not correspond to reality.

Equally interesting and detailed are the author’s descriptions of all subsequent events.
The regime of Ngo Dinh Diem created in South Vietnam is shown fairly objectively. The author
convincingly demonstrates that the populace in the South was not just unhappy with Diem’s
policies and institutions. They abhorred the very “face” of the regime — the Ngo family, which had
settled in power, with its cruelties, guillotine executions, incompetence and Catholicism.

The Vietnamese Buddhist clergy, as the author shows, was among the most dissatisfied
with the dominance of Catholics in power as well as the open favoritism of the Ngo family towards
their fellow believers. Since 1961, American strategists have come to the conclusion that the
Vietnam problem can only be solved by sending of the great6 part of their advisers and weapons
to South Vietnam. And for 34 months, the Kennedy administration did exactly that. With their
material gifts, the author writes, the Americans could not win the gratitude of the local population.
The main thing that the Americans soon learned about Vietnam, according to the author, is how
little they know about it (p. 179).

The author dwells in detail on the outbreak of the political crisis in the White House.
Following from a number of documents that have become available, he reveals the content of the
positions and assessments of a number of leading US political figures of that time. Some of them
still remain significant in our time. They confirm the main lesson of the VVietnam war, which proves
that the internal political problems of another country cannot be solved by an invasion from the
outside, as well as that in the second half of the twentieth century war has already ceased to be a
continuation of politics, even if by other means.

The weirdest fact of this war, the author believes, is the American people themselves and
their legislators, who, with almost no objection, for a long time agreed to large-scale military
intervention in a distant country, while the rest of the world, including US allies, considered their
policies unacceptable and lawless. It has been said that the only thing that history teaches us is that
it never teaches us anything. However, as many facts show, including the well-described US
aggression in Vietnam by the author, she severely punishes those who ignore her lessons.
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Thus, despite the indicated erroneous opinions of the author and other rather controversial
conclusions and assessments, this detailed literary and artistic description of the struggle of the
Vietnamese people for national independence and the unity of their homeland, published in
Russian, deserves the highest praise.
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