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i coOCTBEeHHOTO KoppecmoHaeHTa razethl «llpaBma» Bo BrerHame A.M.
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% BacunbeBa «BoitHa Bo BrernHame: Ilouemy amepHKaHIbl IOTEpIIENH
MOpa)KEHHE». ABTOP, OCHOBBIBASCh HA CBOMX JKYPHAJIMCTCKUX 3aMETKax
} 4 1968-1969 rr., BOCHOMHHAHUIX COBETCKHX CIIEIIHAIHICTOB, PA0OTABIINX BO
KapTHHYy TepoMuYecKoid  OOppObl  BBETHAMCKOTO  HapoJa  HpPOTHB
aMEpUKaHCKHUX arpeccopoB, 0c000 BeIeNsist poiib BoeHHOH oMot CCCP
B mnobene BrerHama. B menom kHura mpenctasisieT coOoil XOpOLIyIO
OeIIeTPUCTUKY.

R e L L

KuawueBble cioBa: BoiiHa BO BbeTHame, BHEIIHSS ITOJUTHKA

CCCP, coBeTckHe CIeMaIMCTEI BO BheTHaMe, aHTHBOSHHOE JABHKCHHE B
CILIA, razera «IIpaBma», xon Keppu, b.H. Yarunn

Just uutupoBanusi: [Jeemos I1.FO. Pycckas Bepcusi BbeTHAMCKON BOitHBI // BheTHaMckue
uccnenoBanus. Cep. 2. 2021. Ne 2. C. 173-180.

[Tpesunent Mucturyra Adpuxu PAH, rmaBHbli penakrtop XypHana «Asus u Adpuka
cerogus» akageMuk PAH A.M. BacwibeB moAroToBmI U BBITYCTHI KHUTY «BoiiHa Bo BreTHame:
[ToueMy amepHuKaHIIbI TOTEPIIETH TOPAKEHUE.

Hayunpiii mup 3naer A.M. BacunbeBa Kak OJHOTO M3 BBLIAIOIIMXCS OTE€YECTBEHHBIX
BOCTOKOBEJIOB, YbH TPY/Ibl B OCHOBHOM MOCBsIIIIEHbI Adpuke, B iepByto ouepens CeBepHoit Adpuke,
rze npeobianaet apabos3puHbIN ATHOC. Y 4€HbIi okoHuUMI MITIMO ¢ apaGCKiM SI3IKOM, ¥ TIOATOMY
OCHOBHBIE HAy4yHbIE€ M3BICKAHHUS €ro MpoxXoJaT B obiactu apabckoro Bocrtoka. M3 mocneanux
Hay4yHbIX WTyauid A.M. BacunbeBa 3aciykuBaeT BHUMaHHs ero paboTa mo «apabckoil BecHe»
[Peenter Apabckoit BecHbl 2012], u3 0Oonee paHHUX — MO UCTOPUH BTOPKEHHS COBETCKOTO
«OTPAaHWYEHHOT0 KOHTHHIeHTa» B Adranuctan [Bacunses 2014].
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Bo Brername 28-netHuit Anekceil BacuibeB oxa3zancs Boiero cyned, Tak Kak pelakiuu
razetrol «lIpaBma» TpeOoBaycsi KOPPECIOHIEHT B BOIOIOIICH a3MaTCKOM CTpaHe, a KTO Jydylle
MOJIO/IOTO, 3/I0POBOTO, J1a €lle IUIJIOMUPOBAHHOIO BOCTOKOBE/Ia MOT MOJAONTH Ha 3Ty padoty? Tak
B 1968 r. Oynymuii akaJieMHK CTajd COOKOPOM TJIaBHOM COBETCKOM razeThl M mpopadoTran B XaHoe
nBa roxa. PaGoran miomotBopHo u B 1970 1. mo marepualiaM KOMaHAMPOBKU BBITYCTUI KHUTY
«Paxketnl Hag nBEeTKOM JioToca» [BacunbeB 1970], koTopast ceroans siBisercs oundauorpaduaeckoit
PEAKOCThIO. 3HAUUTENbHAS YacTh U3 apXMBa KOPPECIIOHAECHTA U aBTOPCKUX MyONMKALUN TeX JET
BOIILJIA B HOBYIO KHUTY.

JpyruM KpynmHBIM MacCHBOM HCXOMHOW HMH(OpPMANMU ISl 3HAYMTEITHHOW YaCTH KHHUTHU
IIOCIY’KUIIM MEMyapbl COBETCKMX BOEHHBIX COBETHHMKOB, HallpaBI€HHbIX BO BbheTHaMm BO Bpems
aMepUKaHCKOW BOiHBI. OHM OBUIM OITYyOJIMKOBaHBI paHee, B TOM uuciie B cOopHHUKe «BoliHa BO
Brername ... Kak 3to 66110 (1965-1973)» [Boiina Bo BeetHame 2005]. DTo — 04€Hb BBIMTPHIIIHBIN
xoa. be3ycnoBHo, A.M. BacuiibeB cam 3Haia MHOTHE BOEHHBIE TalHBbI TOTO BPEMEHHU, HO HAIHMCATh
torna He mor. Hanmpumep, B KHUre Ha OCHOBE BOCIIOMMHAHHMI COBETCKMX PAKETUUKOB CHHUMAETCA
IIOKPOB TAaMHCTBEHHOCTH C NEPBBIX pakeTHbIX IyckoB mo camosneram CIIIA, BropraBmmmcs B
BO3AyIIHOE ITpocTpancTBO JIPB. [loHauary MMEHHO COBETCKHE BOCHHOCITYKAIlE€ HABOIUIIA PAKEThI
U HaXMMaJy Ha IYCKOBYIO KHOIIKY, TaK KaK I'OTOBBIX BbETHAMCKHX PAaKETUYMKOB €Ille HE ObLIO.
Tonpko mpoias 00ydeHHE y COBETCKHMX TOBApHINEH MO HM3BECTHOMY METONY «Iellaid, Kak s,
BbETHaMIIbl CMOIUIM caMocTosTenbHO ynpaisaTh 3PK. Bor nennoe npusnanue A.M. BacunbeBa
Hammx JHei: «llepBble OOM TPOBOAMIUCH COBETCKUMHU OOEBBIMU pacyeTaMu, a BbETHAMCKHE
pacueThl, y4yacTBYs BO BCeX oOmepanusx, ObUTH craxépamu-myonepamu. B mocnenyroomux 00sx
omnepaluy MO MOATOTOBKE IyCKa M HAaBEACHUIO PAKET BBINOJHSIM BbETHAMIIbI, @ COBETCKUE
PaKeTYHKHU CTPAXOBaJIH UX, ONIEPATUBHO MCIPABIISAS BO3MOXKHBIE OIIUOKMY (C. 87).

TpeTnii ncTOYHUK UHPOPMALIMU KHUTH — aMepuKkaHckue myonmukanun. U xots B CILIA u3nana
Macca JUTepaTypbl Ha TEMY BbeTHAMCKOW BOMHBI, aBTOP UCIIOJIb3YET HEOOIBIIYIO €€ YacThb, IITaBHBIM
0o0pa30oM BOCIIOMMHAHHUS aMEPUKaHIIEB, IPO3PEBILUX B X0/1€ BOIIHBI BO BheTHaMe, 0CO3HABIINX BCIO
aMOPaJIbHOCTh U MPECTYIMHOCTh CBOET0 Y4acTHs B MPOUCXOJIUBILIEM B JAJEKOW a3MaTCKOM CTpaHe.
HekoTtopsie 13 3THX «IKU ail» CTaJIM BIOCIEICTBUM U3BECTHBIMU MOJIUTUYECKUMU AesaTensiMu. Taxk,
B KHUT€ IPUBOJAUTCS MPOCTpaHHOE BhICTyIUIeHHe Oynymero roccekperapst CILIA JIxona Keppu B
ceHare B amnpeiie 1971 r., B KOTOpOM OH, B YaCTHOCTH, 3asBU ciaeayrouee: «[lo HameMy MHEHHIO U
MCXOJIS U3 Hallero onbiTa, B KOkHoM BreTHaMe HET HUYEro, 4YTO MOTJIO OBl CTaTh peaibHOM yrpo3oi
g Coennnennbix 1lltatoB Amepuku. Y nonbITku onpasaath rudenb amepukaHiieB Bo BoeTHawme,
Kambomxe u Jlaoce, cBA3aTh 3TH MOTEPU C COXPAHEHUEM CBOOO/IbI, KOTOPYIO, IPEINOI0KUTEIBHO,
3TH 370JeM (BHETHAMCKHE KOMMYHHUCTBL. — [[.[]) momuparoT, AJii Hac 3TO — BBICIIAS CTaaud
YTOJIOBHOTO JIMLIEMEPHS], © UMEHHO 3TOT COPT JIHULEMEPHS, KaK Mbl CUMTAEM, pa3esini 3Ty CTpaHy»
(c. 353).

OTH TPU UCTOYHUKA (PAKTUIECKOTO MaTepHala JOKHBI ObUIH aTh OTBET HA OCTABICHHBIN
B 3aroJIOBOK KHUTH Borpoc: «Ilouemy amepukaHniipl notepnenu nopaxenue?». 1 A.M. BacunbeB kak
CBUJIETENb TepOM3Ma M CTOMKOCTH BbETHAMCKOTO HApoJia, CONPOTHUBIISBILIETOCS aMEPUKAHCKUM
arpeccopam, CTaBUT 3TOT ¢dakTop modeasl BreTHaMa Ha MepBbIif M1aH.

K »sToMy aBTOp n00aBisieT cMenaoe MO POCCHUMCKUM MepKaM HBIHEIIHET0 BPEMEHU
YTBEPKACHHE: «T100eINI BheTHAMCKIIT KOMMYHUCTUYECKUN PEXKUM (TO €CTh UJCOJIOTHUs, TapTHIHAS
CTPYKTypa, NpOHU3bIBAIOLIasi Bce OOLIECTBO, BOOPYKEHHBIE CHJIbI, OpraHbl 0€30MacHOCTH,
JOUCHUIUIMHA, Iponaranaa). B Tot nepuo oH BbIpaxkan oOlIeHalMOHATbHBIE YastHHs OOJIBIINHCTBA
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BbeTHaMIleB Ha CeBepe u Ha FOre, MOpabHO TOTOBBIX K JKEPTBAM M MHOTOJIETHEH BOWHE, YTOOBI
W3THATh AMEPUKAHIIEB U O0BEAMHUTH CTpany» (c. 377).

Bropoit ¢aktop, BbaenseMblii aBTOpoM, — «mobena coBeTckoro opyxus». Croma xe
CIpaBeJIMBO BKJIKOYEHA POJIb COBETCKUX CHEUAINCTOB, y4aCTBOBABLIMX B BOMHE Ha cTropoHe JIPB.
A.M. BacunneB yBepeH: «be3 Hux nmodena BeeTHama Ob11a Ob1 HEBO3MOXKHA, U BOMTHA MPOA0JIKAIAChH
OBl e11e HEM3BECTHO CKOJIBKO JIeT» (C. 9).

OauH W3 Jy4IIUX COBETCKUX/POCCHMCKMX MOCiIoB Bo Brername b.H. UamnuH, HbIHE
MOKOWHBIN, KaK-TO B YaCTHOMW Oecesie yTBep Kaall, YTO BOWHY BO BbeTHame BbIMTpajyn HE BOCHHBIE, a
IIOJINTUKHU U AUILIOMAThI. Poib TUIIIOMaTuy, U CEeBEPOBLETHAMCKOMN, M COBETCKOM, TAK)KE OCBEILIEHA
B KHHUTE, XOTSl HE TaK MacmTabHO, Kak ocTalnbHbie PakTopel. Tem He MeHee A.M. BacuibeB, XOTh H
KpaTKO, HO TOYHO MPEJICTAaBUJI BCE NEPUIETHUU MEPErOBOPHOrO MPOLIECCa, U HE TOJIBKO O JIMHUU
Bammnrron — Xanoi, Ho u B Tpeyroiasauke CCCP — CIIIA — JIPB. HenumauM 3ByquT 1 00bSICHEHHE
aBTOPOM CJIO)KHOCTEH TMOJIOKEHHS COBETCKOIO PYKOBOJCTBA, KOTOpOE, MOJAepKuBas OOprOy
BbETHAMCKOT'O HApoJia, MOJKHO ObUIO HAaXOIUTh MyTH «K coTpyaHuuecTBy ¢ CHIA, 4ToOBI HE
JOMYCTUTh BCEMUPHOU KaTacTpodsl — simepHOU BoiHBI» (c. 360). B memom, kak cuuTaer aBTOp,
«BbeTHaMcKas anores BHerHel nonutuku CCCP Bomuta B 30510T0# o e€ ycnexon» (c. 380).

Ha B3mmsim  pemeHseHta, aBTOp MOr Obl  TOOONBIIE OOpaTUTh BHUMAaHHS W Ha
BHyTpHaMEpHUKaHCKHN (akTop pe3ynpraToB BOWHBL A.M. BacuibeB oTmewaer «pasapail B
aMEPUKAaHCKOM BEPXYILKE MEXy BOCHHBIMU U IpakJaHCKUMU, Mexay LIPY u konrpeccom, BHyTpH
camoii JlemokpaTuueckoi maptuu, Mexay JleMokpaTuueckoi mapTueil u pecrnydaukaHuamm» (c.
340-341), HO He MPUBOAUT ISl MOJHOTHI KAPTHUHBI KOHKPETHBIE MPUMEPHI ITOTO «pasapasn.
Bnpouem uHTEpecyromuiics 4uTaTelb MOXET HAWUTH 3TO B MEPEBOJAX HA PYCCKUH S3bIK KHUT
Oununmna Jpeuacona [[{peuncon 2002], Pobepra Maknamaps! [Maknamapa 2004 ], bap6apsr Takman
[Takman 2015]. Benp nutorom BoiiHbI BO BheTHaMe ObLIO MPEXK]IE BCErO MOPAKEHUE aMEPUKAHCKUX
MIOJINTUKOB, a HE COJIAT.

Onnako ObUTIO OB HETOTUYHO MOAXOANTH K KHUre A.M. BacunbeBa Kak K HAy4YHOMY TPYIY.
HecMoTpst Ha MHOTHE TOYHBIE M OOBEKTUBHBIE (POPMYIMPOBKH 3TO — OeyeTpucTuka. B kHure,
HaIlpuMep, HET CHOCOK Ha T€ POCCUNCKUE U aMEPUKAHCKHUE U3/IaHUs, KOTOPbIE UCIIOJIb30BaI aBTOP.
Ilenb aBTOpa ObLIIA B JPYTOM: OH CUUTANI CBOUM JIOJTOM Mepel COBETCKUMH JIOJIbMU, CITY>KUBITUMU
Bo BreTHame, Hanucath 3Ty KHUTY. U eme ogHO 00CTOSITENHCTBO, KOTOPOE MOATONIKHYJIO €ro K
W3/1aHUI0 HOBOM KHUTH O BETHAMCKOM BOMHE: «celuac cpeau Hamux nokjaoHHuKoB CIIIA nemano
T€X, KTO TMBITAETCS WX 3a0bITh, WM orpaBaaTh Bcio noauTuky CIIA Bo Beername... Ecinu onmn
OTBEpraroT Bcé€ coBeTckoe Hacneaue, To u nomois CCCP Beetnamy» (c. 9). U 31ech akaneMuk He
omuOCs, OCO3HaBasg AakKTyaJbHOCTb OOpallleHus K CJIaBHbIM CTpaHUI[AM HAIIero HEJAAaBHETO
MIPOLLIOTO.

C stumu 3agadamu A.M. BacuibeB — «conmar npomnaraniucTCKoM BOMHBI», Kak OH ce0s caM
Ha3Bal, 6€3yCIOBHO, CIIPaBHIICS.
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P.Yu. Tsvetov
THE RUSSIAN VERSION OF THE VIETNAMESE WAR

Vasiliev A.M. Voyna vo Vietname: Pochemu
amerikantsy poterpeli porazhenie [The War in Vietnam:
Why the Americans Were Defeated] Moscow: Tsentrpoligraf,
2021. 383 s. ISBN 978-5-227-07919-0

- t el
AJIEKCEH '
BACH/IbEB rf

any
. 0 M H : . Abstract. This is a review of “The War in Vietnam: Why
the Americans Were Defeated” by A.M. Vasiliev, the RAS
Academician, a former “The Pravda” special correspondent in
1 Vietnam. The author, using his journalistic notes of 1968/1969,
; ﬂl"rq[‘f[;{"%”égg::;gfl[ 78 memoirs and recollections of Soviet specialists, who worked in
Vietnam during the war, and works issued in the US, has
reconstructed the picture of heroic struggle of the Vietnamese
people against American aggressors, emphasizing the importance
of the USSR military aid in the victory of Vietnam. As a whole
the book is good fiction.
- Keywords: the war in Vietnam, the USSR foreign policy,
Soviet specialists in Vietnam, anti-war movement in the US, “The Pravda” newspaper, John Kerry,
B.N. Chaplin
For citation: Tsvetov, P.Yu. (2021). The Russian Version of the Vietnamese War. Russian
Journal of Vietnamese Studies, Series 2, 2: 173-180.
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A.M. Vasiliev, the RAS Academician, President of The RAS Institute for African Studies, the
editor-in-chief of “Asia and Africa Today” journal, has prepared and published the book “War in
Vietnam: Why the Americans Were Defeated”.

A.M.Vasiliev is known in the academic world as an outstanding native Orientalist, whose
works are mainly concerned with Africa, particularly with North Africa, where the Arabic language
prevails. The scholar graduated from the MGIMO University with the knowledge of the Arabic
language. That is why his main researches are concerned with the sphere of Arab East. Of the recent
researches his work on the Arab spring is noteworthy [Retsepty Arabskoy vesny 2012], as well as the
one on history of Soviet “limited contingent” intrusion into Afghanistan, of his earlier works [Vasiliev
2014].

In Vietnam Alexey Vasiliev, at the age of 28, appeared by destinies, when “The Pravda”
newspaper needed a correspondent in the Asian country at war. None but a young and sound man
with the diploma of the Orientalist at that could be the best for the work. Thus, in 1968 the would-be
academician became a special correspondent of the main Soviet newspaper who worked in Hanoi for
two years. He worked productively, and in 1970, having used the materials of his mission he
published the book “The Rockets over the Lotus Flower” [Vasiliev 1970], which is a rare book today.
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A significant part of the correspondent archive and his publications of those years have been put into
his new book.

Another large mass of the original information for the significant part of the book served
memoirs of Soviet military advisers, having been sent to Vietnam during the American war. Also,
they had been published in the collection “The War in Vietnam ... How it was” (1965-1973)” [Voyna
vo V’etname 2005]. This is a winning move. Of course, A.M. Vasiliev knew many military secrets
of that time himself, but in those years, they could not be published. Thus, on the use of Soviet rocket
men recollections the book demystifies the first missile launches against US planes, invading the
DRV air space. At first, it was Soviet soldiers, that pressed the starting button, as there were no trained
rocket men in Vietnam. Only, having been trained by Soviet comrades according to the known
method “do what I do”, Vietnamese could operate surface-to-air missiles. Here is A.V. Vasiliev’s
valuable present-day admission: “The first battles were fought by Soviet combat crews, and
Vietnamese crews, participating in all the operations were understudy-trainees. Later, the operations
preparing missile launch and guidance were carried out by Vietnamese, and Soviet rocket men stood
by, operatively correcting possible mistakes” (p. 87).

The third information source of the book is American publications. Though there is plenty of
literature on the Vietnamese war in the US, the author uses a small part of it, mostly memoirs of the
Americans who during the war in Vietnam began to see clearly, who understood the entire amorality
and criminality of their participation in the events in the far Asian country. Later some of those “GI”
became well-known politicians. Thus, the book contains the verbose speech of John Kerry, the would-
be US State Secretary, in the Senate in April 1971, where, in particular, he stated the following: “In
our opinion, and from our experience, there is nothing in South Vietnam, nothing which could happen
that realistically threatens the United States of America. And to attempt to justify the loss of one
American life in Vietnam, Cambodia or Laos by linking such loss to the preservation of freedom,
which those misfits [Vietnamese Communists. — P.Ts.] supposedly abuse, is to use the height of
criminal hypocrisy, and it is that kind of hypocrisy which we feel has torn this country apart” (p. 353).

These three sources of factual material were to answer the question in the book title: “Why
were Americans defeated?” As a witness of heroism and steadfastness of the Vietnamese people in
their opposition to American aggressors, A.M. Vasiliev considers this factor to be the chief one in the
victory of Vietnam.

Besides, A.M. Vasiliev adds the bold (by today’s Russian standards) statement: “This was the
victory of the Vietnamese Communist regime (i.e., ideology, Party structure, permeating the whole
society, armed forces, security authorities, discipline, propaganda). At that time, it was the expression
of national aspirations of most Vietnamese in North and in South, morally ready for victims and for
the war lasting many years, to expel Americans and to unite the country” (p. 377).

The second factor pointed out by the author is “the victory of Soviet arms”. Here, it is justly
included the role of Soviet specialists who took part in the war on the Vietnamese side. A.M. Vasiliev
is sure: “Without them Vietnam could not have won, and who knows how many years could the war
have lasted” (c. 9).

B.N. Chaplin, one of the best Soviet/Russian ambassadors in Vietham (now late) once said in
a private conversation, that the war in Vietnam had been won not by soldiers, but by politicians and
diplomats. The role of both North Vietnamese and Soviet diplomacy is also showed in the book,
though not in such a large scale as the rest factors. Nonetheless, A.M. Vasiliev laconically, but
precisely represented all the upheavals of the negotiation process; at that, not only on the line of
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Washington — Hanoi, but also in the triangle of the USSR — the USA — the DRV. The author’s
explanation of the complicated position of the Soviet authorities is not out of place: “Soviet leaders,
supporting the struggle of the Vietnamese people, were to find the way to cooperation with the USA
in order not to permit the world catastrophe, i.e., the nuclear war” (p. 360). The author believes that
as a whole, “the Vietnamese epic of the USSR foreign policy was put to golden fund of its successes”
(p. 380).

The reviewer is of opinion that the author could have paid more attention to the inner-
American factor of the war results. A.M. Vasiliev has mentioned “the mess among American bosses,
military and civil, between the CIA and the Congress, inside the Democratic party itself and between
the Democratic party and the Republicans (p. 340-341), but he has not given concrete examples of
this “mess” to complete the picture. However, the interested reader can turn for this to Russian
translations of the books by Phillip Davidson [Devidson 2002], Robert McNamara [Maknamara
2004], Barbara Tuchman [Tuchman 2015]. In the end, the defeat in the war in Vietham was first and
foremost the defeat of American politicians but not of soldiers.

However, it would be illogical to assess the book by A.M. Vasiliev as the research-work.
Despite many precise and objective formulas this work is fiction. Thus, in the book there is no
references to the Russian and American editions having been used by the author. The author’s task
has been different: he has seen his duty to write the book about those Soviet people who served in
Vietnam. Another circumstance has urged him to publish a new book on the Vietnamese war: “now
among our admirers of the US, there are many who try either to forget or to justify the US policy in
Vietnam... While rejecting the entire Soviet legacy, they reject the USSR assistance to Vietnam” (p.
9). The academician is right: the glorious pages of our recent history are still actual.

A.M. Vasiliev, “a soldier of the propaganda war”, as he has called himself, has indisputably
fulfilled these tasks.
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